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Criteria Air Pollutants and  
Ambient Air Quality Standards 



Concentration 3 Method 4 Primary 3,5 Secondary 3,6 Method 7

1 Hour 0.09 ppm (180 µg/m3) 0.12 ppm (235 µg/m3)8

8 Hour 0.070 ppm (137 µg/m3)* 0.08 ppm (157 µg/m3)8

24 Hour 50 µg/m3 150 µg/m3

Annual         
Arithmetic Mean 20 µg/m3 50 µg/m3

24 Hour 65 µg/m3

Annual          
Arithmetic Mean 12 µg/m3 Gravimetric or           

Beta Attenuation 15 µg/m3

8 Hour 9.0 ppm (10mg/m3) 9 ppm (10 mg/m3)

1 Hour 20 ppm (23 mg/m3) 35 ppm (40 mg/m3)

8 Hour              
(Lake Tahoe) 6 ppm (7 mg/m3) — — —

Annual                  
Arithmetic Mean

— 0.053 ppm (100 µg/m3)

1 Hour 0.25 ppm (470 µg/m3) —

Annual                  
Arithmetic Mean

— 0.030 ppm (80 µg/m3) —

24 Hour 0.04 ppm (105 µg/m3) 0.14 ppm (365 µg/m3) —

3 Hour — — 0.5 ppm (1300 µg/m3)

1 Hour 0.25 ppm (655 µg/m3) — — —

30 Day Average 1.5 µg/m3 — — —

Calendar Quarter — 1.5 µg/m3 Same as             
Primary Standard

High Volume 
Sampler and Atomic 

Absorption

No 

Sulfates 24 Hour 25 µg/m3 Ion Chromatography
Federal

Hydrogen 
Sulfide

1 Hour 0.03 ppm (42 µg/m3)
Ultraviolet  

Fluorescence  Standards
Vinyl 

Chloride 9 24 Hour 0.01 ppm (26 µg/m3)
Gas 

Chromatography

California Air Resources Board (5/6/05)

Inertial Separation 
and Gravimetric 

Analysis

Ambient Air Quality Standards

Pollutant
Averaging 

Time

Ozone (O3)
Ultraviolet 

Photometry
Ultraviolet 

Photometry

California Standards 1 Federal Standards 2

Respirable 
Particulate 

Matter 
(PM10)

Atomic Absorption

*This concentration was approved by the Air Resources Board on April 28, 2005 and is expected to become effective in early 
2006.

Gas Phase 
Chemiluminescence

Nitrogen 
Dioxide 
(NO2)

Same as             
Primary Standard

Gas Phase 
Chemiluminescence

Lead9

Spectrophotometry 
(Pararosaniline 

Method)

Extinction coefficient of 0.23 per kilometer — 
visibility of ten miles or more (0.07 — 30 
miles or more for Lake Tahoe) due to 
particles when relative humidity is less than 
70 percent.  Method: Beta Attenuation and 
Transmittance through Filter Tape.

8 Hour            
Visibility 
Reducing 
Particles

See footnotes on next page …

Same as             
Primary Standard

Sulfur 
Dioxide 

(SO2)

Ultraviolet  
Fluorescence

Same as             
Primary Standard

No Separate State Standard

Same as             
Primary Standard

Carbon 
Monoxide 

(CO)

Fine 
Particulate 

Matter 
(PM2.5)

Gravimetric or            
Beta Attenuation

Inertial Separation 
and Gravimetric 

Analysis

Non-Dispersive 
Infrared Photometry 

(NDIR)

None
Non-Dispersive 

Infrared Photometry 
(NDIR)



1. California standards for ozone, carbon monoxide (except Lake Tahoe), sulfur dioxide (1 and 24 hour),
nitrogen dioxide, suspended particulate matter—PM10, PM2.5, and visibility reducing particles, are 
values that are not to be exceeded. All others are not to be equaled or exceeded. California ambient air 
quality standards are listed in the Table of Standards in Section 70200 of Title 17 of the 
California Code of Regulations.

2. National standards (other than ozone, particulate matter, and those based on annual averages or 
annual arithmetic mean) are not to be exceeded more than once a year. The ozone standard is
attained when the fourth highest eight hour concentration in a year, averaged over three years, 
is equal to or less than the standard. For PM10, the 24 hour standard is attained when the expected 

number of days per calender year with a 24-hour average concentration above 150 µg/m3 is equal
to or less than one. For PM2.5, the 24 hour standard is attained when 98 percent of the daily
concentrations, averaged over three years, are equal to or less than the standard.
Contact U.S. EPA for further clarification and current federal policies.

3. Concentration expressed first in units in which it was promulgated. Equivalent units given in 
parentheses are based upon a reference temperature of 25°C and a reference pressure of 760 torr. 
Most measurements of air quality are to be corrected to a reference temperature of 25°C and a 
reference pressure of 760 torr; ppm in this table refers to ppm by volume, or micromoles of 
pollutant per mole of gas.

4. Any equivalent procedure which can be shown to the satisfaction of the ARB to give equivalent 
results at or near the level of the air quality standard may be used.

5. National Primary Standards: The levels of air quality necessary, with an adequate margin of safety to
protect the public health.

6. National Secondary Standards: The levels of air quality necessary to protect the public welfare 
from any known or anticipated adverse effects of a pollutant.

7. Reference method as described by the EPA. An “equivalent method” of measurement may be used 
but must have a “consistent relationship to the reference method” and must be approved by the EPA.

8. New federal 8-hour ozone and fine particulate matter standards were promulgated by U.S. EPA 
on July 18,1997. Contact U.S. EPA for further clarification and current federal policies.

9. The ARB has identified lead and vinyl chloride as 'toxic air contaminants' with no threshold level of 
exposure for adverse health effects determined. These actions allow for the implementation of  
control measures at levels below the ambient concentrations specified for these pollutants.

California Air Resources Board (7/9/03)
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Existing Localized Carbon Monoxide Concentrations 
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Construction Related Emissions:  

Grading Phase Without Mitigation 
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Construction Related Emissions: 

Roads and Utilities Without Mitigation 
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Construction Related Emissions:  

School, YMCA and Phase I and Phase II Residential 
Construction Without Mitigation 
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Construction Related Emissions:  

Phase III Residential Construction Without Mitigation 
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Daily Operational Emissions for Summer and Winter Seasons 
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Future Localized Carbon Monoxide Concentrations 
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Construction Related Emissions:  

Grading Phase With Mitigation 
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Construction Related Emissions:  

Roads and Utilities With Mitigation 
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Construction Related Emissions:  

School, YMCA and Phase I and Phase II Residential 
Construction With Mitigation 
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Construction Related Emissions:  

Phase III Residential Construction With Mitigation 
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I. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
This section of the biological assessment report describes the biological assessment study area location, 
its size and the project proposed by VTTN 060258. 

A. LOCATION OF THE STUDY AREA 
• � Figure 1 illustrates the boundaries of the study area on the 2005 Thomas Brothers Los Angeles and 

Ventura Counties Street Guide and Directory on detail map page 4461, map coordinates C-6, D-6, C-
7 and D-7 and on detail map page 4551, map coordinates C-1, D-1 and C-2. 

• � Figure 2 plots the boundaries of the study area in Sections 7 and 18, Township 4 North, Range 15 
West, of the 1995 Newhall, CA and 1995 Mint Canyon, CA, USGS quadrangles. 

The biological assessment STUDY AREA is comprised of the following elements: 
• � the 246± acre Vesting Tentative Tract No. 060258 (VTTN 060258), 
• � a 200-foot wide “strip” around the boundaries of VTTN 060258 and 
• three off-site roadways: proposed Streets “A” and “B” and a 200-foot wide “strip” along the 

centerline of Golden Valley Road between the western boundary of VTTN 060258 and the future 
Newhall Ranch Road. 

Acreage of the Study Area: As VTTN 060258 documents, the property is comprised of 246± acres 
(SIKAND, 2004). The acreages of the three off-site roadways are 4.93± acres, for a total of 250.93-acres. 
The acreages of the 200-foot wide “strip” surveyed around the periphery of the boundaries of the Study 
Area, were not computed. 

As Figure 1 illustrates, VTTN 060258 is located in the City of Santa Clarita. The Antelope Valley 
Freeway (State Highway 14; Hwy. 14) provides regional access to the property. More specifically, as the 
numbers “1” and “2” on Figure 1 of this report indicate, presently VTTN 060258 can be accessed by the 
two routes described below. 

Access Route # 1: One way to access VTTN 060258 is to exit Hwy. 14 at Via Princessa. Once on Via 
Princessa, proceed 1.3± miles northwesterly to Whites Canyon Road. Turn right onto Whites Canyon 
Road and continue 0.5± miles to Soledad Canyon Road. Turn left (west) onto Soledad Canyon Road and 
drive westerly 1.8± miles to Oak Avenue. Turn right onto Oak Avenue and drive 0.4± miles to Santa 
Clara Street. A narrow north-south oriented strip of land, fronting Santa Clara Street, provides access to 
the southern portion of VTTN 060258 north of Santa Clara River. 

Access Route # 2: The northeastern portion of the study area can also be accessed by taking Via 
Princessa exit off Hwy. 14 and driving 1.3± miles northwesterly to Whites Canyon Road. Turn right onto 
Whites Canyon Road and proceed 2.3± miles to Steinway Street. Turn left onto Steinway Street and 
proceed 0.5± miles to and turn left onto Langside Avenue and make first right turn onto Ermine Street. 
Continue 0.6± miles on Ermine Street to the dead end of the roadway. Access to the study area is by foot 
from the terminus of Ermine Street (see Photo Plate No 2a). 

B. SIZE OF THE STUDY AREA 
As noted on the Vesting Tentative Tract Map No. 060258 (SIKAND, 2004), VTTN 060258 is a 246-acre 
property. VTTN 060258 is comprised of the following five Assessors’ Parcel Numbers: 2801-001-033, -
026, -024, 2805-001-063 and 2812-009-003. 



 

SYNERGY-061605-BAR 2 TLC 

 

The three off-site roadways, portions of Streets “A” and “B” and Golden Valley Road are 4.93± acres. 

C. PROPOSED PROJECT 
Table 1 identifies the land uses proposed by Vesting Tentative Tract Map No. 060258 (SIKAND, 2004). 
In addition, the table also identifies the acreages and lot numbers of each land use. 

Table 1: Land Use Proposed by VTTN 060258 

Uses Acreages Lot Nos. 
SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL 14.8± 1-96 
MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL 21.2± 97 and 98 “to be gated” – 395 DU 

MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL 17.6± 99 and 100 “to be gated” – 488 DU 

INDUSTRIAL LOT 0.5± 101 

SCHOOL 20.0± 102 

RECREATION/PARK 4.3± 102A 
GRADED SLOPE LOTS 88.6± 103-114, 114A, 114B, 115 

NATURAL OPEN SPACE 72.6± 116-123 
STREET LOTS 6.4± 124-130 

TOTAL: 246± AC  
 
 
In addition, implementation of the land use plan proposed by VTTN 060258 involves construction of 
three off-site roadways, portions of Streets “A” and “B” and Golden Valley Road. The acreages of the 
200-foot wide “strip” around the boundaries of the Study Area were not computed. 
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II. SETTING 
A. CHARACTERISTIC OF THE SITE 
A-1. Project Description Summary 
As shown on Table 1, the land use plan proposed by VTTN 060258 involves division of the 246-acre 
property into 96 single family residential lots, 4 multi-family residential lots (883 Dwelling Units), an 
industrial lot, a junior high school site, a recreation/parking lot, 8 open space lots, and 15 graded slopes 
and streets lots. In addition, the following three off-site roadways will be constructed: Streets “A” and 
“B” and Golden Valley Road. 

A-2. SEA Boundaries 
As shown on Figure 3, the southern portion of VTTN 060258 is located within Significant Ecological 
Area (SEA) # 23 - Santa Clara River (ENEC, 1976). However, as illustrated on the land use plan, the 
portion of the tract situated within the Santa Clara River will be left as is, in undeveloped Natural Open 
Space Lot 121 (15.1± acres). 

A-3. Acreage of the Study Area 
As VTTN 060258 documents, the property size is 246± acres (SIKAND, 2004). The acreages of the three 
off-site roadways are 4.93± acres. 

A-4. Water Resources 
The southern boundary of VTTN 060258 is located in the Santa Clara River. In addition, USGS blue-line 
tributary to the Santa Clara River is mapped within the study area (see Figure 2).  

A jurisdictional delineation was performed within the study area by Vandermost Consulting Services, 
Inc. (VCS, 2003; VCS, 2005). Based on the VCS delineation results, the tract contains  

(a) 11.69 acres Corps jurisdictional waters, “of which 0.33 acre is man-made wetland waters and 11.36 
acres are ephemeral waters” and  

(b) 16.74 acres of CDFG jurisdictional waters, including 3.09 acres of riparian habitat. 

The delineation report identified four main drainages within VTTN 060258: 

• Drainage Complex A (main drainage A and eight tributaries, A1 through A5-A ), 

• Drainage Complex B (main drainage B and twelve tributaries, B1 through B9), 

• Drainage Complex C (drainage C, which is tributary to Santa Clara River, and one tributary, C1) and 

• Drainage Complex D (Santa Clara River and three tributaries, D1 through D3). 
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A-5. Soil Types Mapped Within the Study Area 
As shown on the General Soils Map, Los Angeles County, California (USDA, 1969), VTTN 060258 is 
located within the Agua Dulce-Ojai Soil Association, 30 to 50% slopes. The soils of this association 
occur on steep foothills between elevations from 1,300 to 2,700 feet. The average annual rainfall is 12 to 
16 inches, mean annual temperature is 63 degrees Fahrenheit, and the frost-free season ranges from 265 
to 300 days. Natural vegetation on these soils consists mainly of annual grasses, forbs and oak trees but 
includes scattered California junipers, chamise, and manzanita (USDA, 1969). 
Agua Dulce soils are 36 to 60 inches deep, are well drained, and have moderately slow subsoil 
permeability. They have a grayish-brown stony loam and heavy loam surface layer about 6 inches thick. 
The subsoil is a brown, very cobbly and gravelly clay loam about 14 inches thick underlain by light 
yellowish-brown very gravelly loamy coarse sand. Weakly consolidated conglomerate occurs at a depth 
of about 40 inches. The amount of gravel and cobbles below the surface layer ranges from 55 to nearly 
85 percent, by volume. Available water-holding capacity is 3.0 to 4.0 inches for 36 to 60 inches of soil 
depth. Inherent fertility is moderate.  
Ojai soils are over 60 inches deep, well drained, and have moderately slow subsoil permeability. They 
have a grayish-brown and brown, slightly acid loam surface layer about 25 inches thick. The subsoil is 
reddish-brown and brown, slightly acid and neutral clay loam about 28 inches thick. The substratum is 
reddish-yellow, slightly acid sandy loam that has lenses of gravelly sandy loam and is stratified. The 
subsoil contains from 0 to 15 percent, by volume, gravel. Available water-holding capacity is 9.0 to 11.0 
inches for 60 inches of soil depth. Inherent fertility is low.  
The Agua Dulce-Ojai soil association is comprised of 45 percent of Agua Dulce and 45 percent of Ojai 
soils. The remaining 10 percent of the association is comprised of Saugus soils. These soils are used for 
range, wildlife and watershed (USDA, 1969). 

A-6. Study Area Plant Habitat Types and Associations 
As Figure 4 illustrates and Table 2 summarizes, the following habitat types, and “weedy exotic” 
vegetational associations, occur within the boundaries of VTTN 060258 and along the proposed Streets 
“A” and “B” and Golden Valley Road.  

Table 2: Habitat Types and Vegetational Associations within the Boundaries of the Study Area: 
VTTN 060258 and along Off-site Roadways - Streets “A” and “B” and Golden Valley 
Road  

Habitat Types and Vegetational Associations Acreages  
Buckwheat Scrub habitat 100.07± 
Chaparral habitat (including Chaparral burnt in recent fires) 85.18± 
Non-native Grassland habitat 18.42± 
Southern Cottonwood-Willow Riparian Forest 3.09± 
Active Wash of Santa Clara River 9.95± 
Residential/Urban/Exotic disturbed habitat 34.11± 
Individual Oak trees (they do not comprise an Oak Woodland) 0.11± 
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Each habitat type is discussed in more details below. The locations of the major plant communities 
identified within the study area in 2005, 2005, 2004 and 2003 are illustrated on Figure 4. 

NOTE: Although, this BAR discusses acreages of each habitat to be removed and identifies the 
acreages to be preserved after “build-out” of VTTN 060258, these acreage numbers could 
change if the grading plans change. 

Overall Habitat Quality: The quality of the vegetational associations (habitat) discussed below were 
determined to be low to moderate: low due to past and previous disturbances (e.g., disking of firebreaks, 
off-road vehicle use, hiking, mountain biking, fires, etc.) and moderate due to the connection of onsite 
native habitats of the study area with adjacent off-site. 

1. BUCKWHEAT SCRUB HABITAT, A SUBASSOCIATE OF RIVERSIDEAN SAGE 
SCRUB HABITAT (BS) 

100.07± acres of this habitat grows randomly across the study area: 100.05± acres within the boundaries 
of VTTN 060258 and 0.02± acres within alignment of the off-site portions Streets “A” and “B” (Figure 
4). The predominant plant species of Buckwheat Scrub of the study area include California Buckwheat 
(Eriogonum fasciculatum), Foxtail Chess (Bromus madritensis ssp. rubens), Mediterranean Schismus 
(Schismus barbatus) and Slender Wild Oat (Avena barbata). 

Photo Plate Nos. 1a, 2a, 3a, 3b, 4 and 13 provide representative views of onsite BS habitat. 

Development Impacts within the Boundaries of VTTN 060258: 85.28± acres of the Buckwheat Scrub 
will be removed during development of VTTN 060258. The remaining 14.77± acres of the Buckwheat 
Scrub will be retained in Natural Open Space Lot Nos. 116-123, not proposed for development. 

Development Impacts within the Off-site Roadways: 0.02± acres of Buckwheat Scrub will be removed 
during construction of the off-site portions of Streets “A” and “B.” 

2.  CHAPARRAL HABITAT (Ch) 
85.18± acres of this habitat grows within the study area: 71.99± acres within VTTN 060258, 4.91± acres 
of open Chaparral mixed with Non-native Grassland within the boundaries of the proposed Golden 
Valley Road and 8.28± acres of Chaparral within the boundaries of APN 2812-009-003, which were 
burnt recently [see Photo Plate Nos. 10a, 10b and 10c] (Figure 4). The predominant plant species of 
Chaparral include Chamise (Adenostoma fasciculatum), Purple Sage (Salvia leucophylla), Holly-leaf 
Cherry (Prunus ilicifolia) and Foxtail Chess.  

NOTE: Although, Holly-leaf Cherry is a common plant in the onsite Chaparral habitat, no Mainland 
Cherry Forest Habitat is present onsite for the reasons listed below. 

1. As described in Sawyer and Keeler-Wolf (1995, page 339), Hollyleaf Cherry Stands, which 
is the equivalent of Holland’s Mainland Cherry Forest, is solely dominated by Hollyleaf 
Cherry or Lyon Cherry, with shrub layer absent. Although, Hollyleaf Cherry occur onsite 
they do not dominate within the Chaparral habitat and they are subtended by a dense 
shrub understory (see Photo Plate No. 7d).  
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2. No CNDDB records for the Mainland Cherry Forest are present onsite. The nearest record is 
5± miles northwesterly of the northwestern corner of the property. All three records on the 
CNDDB were last seen in 1935 and considered “extirpated” (CDFG, 2005a, b, c, d). 

Photo Plate Nos. 1b, 6a, 6b, 7a, 7b, 7c, 9c, 10a, 10b, 10c, 11a, 12a and 12b provide representative views 
of onsite Ch habitat. 

Development Impacts within the Boundaries of VTTN 060258: 48.22± acres of Chaparral habitat will 
be removed from the study area during development of VTTN 060258. The remaining 32.05± acres of 
Chaparral will be retained in Natural Open Space Lot Nos. 116-119, 121 and 123 not proposed for 
development. 

Development Impacts within the Off-site Roadways: 4.91± acres of Chaparral will be removed during 
construction of the off-site Golden Valley Road. 

3.  NON-NATIVE GRASSLAND HABITAT (NNG) 
18.42± acres (7.30% of the study area) of this habitat grows within the study area (Figure 4). The 
predominant plant species of NNG include Slender Wild Oat, Foxtail Chess and Fascicled Tarplant 
(Hemizonia fasciculata). 

Photo Plate Nos. 1a, 1b, 2a, 2b, 2c, 3a, 7a, 7b, 10a, 10b, 11a, 12a and 12b provide representative views of 
onsite NNG habitat. 

Development Impacts within the Boundaries of VTTN 060258: 10.81± acres of NNG will be removed 
during development of VTTN 060258. The majority of the remaining 7.61± acres of NNG will be 
retained in Natural Open Space Lot Nos. 116, 120 and 121 not proposed for development. 

4.  SOUTHERN COTTONWOOD-WILLOW RIPARIAN FOREST HABITAT (SCWRF) 
3.09± acres [VCS, 2003] (1.21% of the study area) of this riparian habitat grows along Drainage 
Complex C (VCS, 2003), north of northern bank of Santa Clara River, in the southern portion of the 
study area. The predominant plant species of this habitat include Fremont Cottonwood (Populus 
fremontii), Goodding’s Black Willow (Salix gooddingii), Arroyo Willow (Salix lasiolepis) and Mule Fat 
(Baccharis salicifolia).  

Photo Plate No. 4 provides representative view of onsite SCWRF habitat. 

Development Impacts within the Boundaries of VTTN 060258: 2.44± acres of the riparian habitat will 
be removed during the development of VTTN 060258. The remaining 0.65± acres will be left in Natural 
Open Space Lot No. 120 and 121 not proposed for development. 

5.  RESIDENTIAL/URBAN/EXOTIC DISTURBED HABITAT (RUE) 
34.11± acres (13.53% of the study area) of this ruderal disturbed habitat grows within the study area. The 
predominant plant species of RUE disturbed habitat include Short-pod Mustard (Hirschfeldia incana), 
Tocalote (Centaurea melitensis), Red-stemmed Filaree (Erodium cicutarium) and Mediterranean 
Schismus. 

Photo Plate No. 6b provides representative views of the onsite disturbed RUE habitat. 
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Development Impacts within the Boundaries of VTTN 060258: 26.64± acres of RUE disturbed habitat 
will be removed during development of VTTN 060258.  

The remaining 7.47 ± acres of RUE disturbed habitat will be retained in Natural Open Space Lot No. 
120, 121 and 123 not proposed for development. 

6.  THE ACTIVE WASH OF SANTA CLARA RIVER 
The southern 9.95± acres of the study area (3.94% of the study area) is located in the Santa Clara River. 
This portion of the river is very sandy and contains limited vegetation.  

Photo Plate No. 4 provides representative view of the Santa Clara River wash bottom and vegetation 
along the banks. 

Development Impacts within the Boundaries of VTTN 060258: No impacts to Santa Clara River 
wash, resulting from the development of VTTN 060258, are proposed by the tentative tract map. 

7.  INDIVIDUAL OAK TREES-NOT REPRESENTING OAK WOODLAND HABITAT 
As the Oak Tree Assessment Report documents (TLC, 2005), eight oak trees [seven Coast Live Oak 
(Quercus agrifolia) trees and one Tucker’s Oak (Q. john-tuckeri)] were identified within the study area. 
The acreage of the eight oak trees growing within the boundaries of the study area represent 0.22± acres: 
0.06± acres within the boundaries of VTTN 060258 and 0.16± acres within the 200-foot wide “strip” 
around the boundaries of VTTN 060258 and Streets “A” and “B” and a 200-foot wide “strip” along the 
alignment of Golden Valley Road. However, these individual oaks do not represent oak woodland 
habitat.  

Development Impacts within the Boundaries of VTTN 060258: A review of latest VTTN 060258 
shows that Oak #s O-3, O-4, O-5, and O-7 are situated outside any proposed construction area. That is, 
all four of these oaks will be preserved in situ in open space areas not proposed for development. Oak # 
O-8, located within slope Lot No. 115, will also be preserved. 

Development Impacts within the Off-site Roadways: Oak tree #s O-2 and O-6 will be removed by 
construction of the off-site extension of Golden Valley Road to Newhall Ranch Road. Oak O-1 will be 
preserved. 
A-7. Rough Estimates of the Population Sizes of Flora and Fauna within the Study Area 
Both the Appendix B Floral Compendium and Appendix C Wildlife Compendium provide estimates of 
population sizes of the flora and fauna observed within the study area by indicating the relative 
abundance (rare, uncommon, common and abundant) for each plant and wildlife species observed within 
the study area. A total of 150 plant and 88 wildlife species were identified within the study area during 
twenty-four (24) 2005, 2004 and 2003 plant and wildlife field surveys.  

No quantitative population studies were conducted within the study area. However, based on the results 
of twenty-four (24) 2005, 2004 and 2003 field surveys, it is estimated that the plant and wildlife 
populations present on the project site are very similar to those occurring in the same or similar habitat 
types growing elsewhere in the immediately surrounding local vicinity. That is, the floral and faunal 
populations within the study area are similar to, and characteristic of, the populations in the Buckwheat 
Scrub, Chaparral, Non-native Grassland and Southern Cottonwood-Willow Riparian Forest habitat types 
and Residential/Urban/Exotic disturbed habitats of the vacant naturally vegetated lands immediately 
adjacent to the boundaries of the study area to the north, southeast, south and west. 
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B. CHARACTERISTIC OF THE SURROUNDING AREA 
B-1. Existing Land Uses in the Neighborhood 
The existing land uses in the vicinity of the study area, are briefly described below. 

North: Vacant undeveloped land directly to the north; single-family homes to the northeast and 
northwest. 

East: Single-family residential development directly to the east and vacant land to the southeast. 

South: The Santa Clara River, commercial/industrial buildings including a recycling center. 

West: Vacant undeveloped land to the west; large lot single-family estate homesites to the 
northwest. 

B-2. Open Space Reserves in the Area Surrounding the Study Area 
The largest open space reserves in the vicinity surrounding the study area are disjunct portions of the 
Angeles National Forest to the south and north. The portion of the Angeles National Forest, 3.3± miles to 
the south of the study area, is separated from VTTN 060258 by commercial/industrial buildings and 
associated surface streets, Soledad Canyon Road, vacant lands and several surface streets and the 
Antelope Valley Freeway (Hwy. 14), 2.7± miles to the south of the study area. The portion of the 
Angeles National Forest to the north is separated from VTTN 060258 by vacant land, residential 
developments and Bouquet Canyon Road. 

A more detailed discussion, of the open space reserves in the vicinity surrounding the study area, will be 
provided in the project Environmental Impact Report (EIR) being prepared by the City EIR consultant 
Christopher A. Joseph & Associates. 

B-3. Overall Biological Value of the Area Including and Surrounding the Study Area 
Based on the results of 24 comprehensive focused and protocol species field surveys, the overall 
biological value of the study area was determined to vary between low and moderate. Because the 
surrounding vacant lands, are biologically and topographically similar to the study area, the study area 
represents the biotic mosaic of the surrounding area and supports comparable ecological functions. 

B-4. Photographs of the Vicinity Surrounding Study Area 
The thirty-four photographs, comprising the 16 Appendix D Photo Plates, photographically document the 
March-May 2005, March and April 2004 and June-October 2003 field survey conditions of VTTN 060258 
and the surrounding areas: encompassing the following: a minimum of 200 feet adjacent to the boundaries of 
VTTN 060258 and the off-site Streets “A” and “B” and Golden Valley Road. Figure 5 shows the location 
and direction from which each of the 34 photographs was taken.  
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III. GENERAL BIOTA SURVEY 
A. DATES AND TIME PERIODS SPENT SURVEYING THE STUDY AREA 
Table 3 identifies the survey dates, times, purpose of survey and surveyors who performed the twenty-
four (24) 2005, 2004 and 2003 filed surveys within the boundaries of VTTN 060258 and along the right-
of-ways of off-site Streets “A,” “B” and Golden Valley Road. 

B. METHODS 
The approach and methods used in preparing the 2005 biological assessment of the study area is 
described in detail in this section. The purposes of the biological assessment, and field surveys, are 
briefly summarized into Pre-Field Survey and Field Survey investigations. Field data, used to prepare 
this report, was collected during 24 field surveys performed between March 25 and May 7, 2005, on 
March 14 and 26 and April 9, 2004 and between June 7 and October 17, 2003. 

B-1. Pre-Field Survey Investigations 
Prior to performing the biological field surveys within the boundaries of the study area the following Pre-
Field Survey investigations were conducted. 

B-1.1. Literature Review 
Available, environmental literature, maps and references, including reports documenting previous general 
and focused biological resources surveys and assessments conducted in the vicinity of VTTN 060258, 
were reviewed to accomplish the following work tasks:  

• Search for and obtain available, previously compiled inventories (lists) of plant and wildlife species 
and natural plant communities of properties in the vicinity immediately surrounding VTTN 060258. 

• Identify biologically sensitive elements (species and habitat types) known or expected to occur on, or 
in the immediate vicinity, of VTTN 060258. 

• Ascertain the need to conduct focused biological surveys to determine the presence or absence of 
biologically sensitive elements potentially occurring on or in the immediate vicinity of VTTN 
060258. 

B-1.2. State Records Search and Velum Overlay Map Analysis 
A current 2005 California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) Natural Diversity Data Base (CNDDB) 
record search reports for the 1995 Mint Canyon, CA and 1995 Newhall, CA USGS 7.5 Minute 
Topographic Quadrangles (CDFG, 2005a, b) were analyzed. In addition, a CNDDB velum overlay maps, 
for the 1995 Mint Canyon, CA and 1995 Newhall, CA USGS 7.5 Minute Topographic Quadrangles were 
used to assist in visually locating biologically sensitive resources (species or habitat) identified by the 
CNDDB records search reports (CDFG, 2005c, d). 

CNDDB record search reports list sensitive plant species and habitat (biologically sensitive elements) 
occurring within USGS quadrangles, and provide specific information (e.g., state and federal protection 
status; global and state rank; CDFG listing status; R.E.D. Code status; specific locational data such as 
township, range, section, quarter, elevation, existence status, habitat quality, dates last observed, habitat 
preferences, usual species associates, ecological notes, etc.) for each recorded biologically sensitive 
element occurrence. 
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Table 3: 24 Field Surveys Conducted within the Study Area in 2004 and 2003 

Survey Date and Total 
Surveyor Hours 

Survey 
Hours 

Purpose of Survey Surveyor(s) 

1. June 7, 2003 
(6 person hrs.) 

0600-1200 
Protocol CAGN survey 

(included an inventory of all wildlife and plant 
species observed during survey) 

Gilberto Ruiz 

2. June 14, 2003 

 (6 person hrs.) 
0600-1200 

Protocol CAGN survey 
(included an inventory of all wildlife and plant 

species observed during survey) 
Gilberto Ruiz 

3. June 21, 2003 

(6 person hrs.) 
0600-1200 

Protocol CAGN survey 
(included an inventory of all wildlife and plant 

species observed during survey) 
Gilberto Ruiz 

4. June 28, 2003 

(6 person hrs.) 
0600-1200 

Protocol CAGN survey 
(included an inventory of all wildlife and plant 

species observed during survey) 
Gilberto Ruiz 

5. June 29, 2003 
(4 person hrs.) 

1100-1300 Focused plant and wildlife species surveys and 
inventories and vegetational mapping 

Thomas Leslie 
Nadya Leslie 

6. July 5, 2003 

(6 person hrs.) 
0600-1200 

Protocol CAGN survey 
(included an inventory of all wildlife and plant 

species observed during survey) 
Gilberto Ruiz 

7. July 26, 2003 

(6 person hrs.) 
0600-1200 

Protocol CAGN survey 
(included an inventory of all wildlife and plant 

species observed during survey) 
Gilberto Ruiz 

8. August 9, 2003  

(6 person hrs.) 
0600-1200 

Protocol CAGN survey 
(included an inventory of all wildlife and plant 

species observed during survey) 
Gilberto Ruiz 

9. August 23, 2003  
(6 person hrs.) 

0600-1200 
Protocol CAGN survey 

(included an inventory of all wildlife and plant 
species observed during survey) 

Gilberto Ruiz 

10. September 6, 2003  

(6 person hrs.) 
0600-1200 

Protocol CAGN survey 
(included an inventory of all wildlife and plant 

species observed during survey) 
Gilberto Ruiz 

11. September 27, 2003  

(4 person hrs.) 
1500-1700 Focused plant and wildlife species surveys and 

inventories and vegetational mapping 
Thomas Leslie 

Nadya Leslie 

12. October 11, 2003 

(5 person hrs.) 
1000-1500 

Oak Tree Survey of VTTN 060258 (TLC, 2003c) 
(included an inventory of all plant and wildlife 

species within the study area) 
Gilberto Ruiz 

13. October 17, 2003  

(4 person hrs.) 
1000-1400 

Oak Tree Survey of VTTN 060258 (TLC, 2003c) 
(included an inventory of all plant and wildlife 
species within the study area and vegetational 

mapping) 

Thomas Leslie 

14. March 14, 2004 

(7.5 person hrs.) 
1045-1430 

A - Focused spring plant and wildlife field survey 
B - Expanded oak tree surveys within 200-foot 

“strip” around boundaries of VTTN 060258 (TLC, 
2004) 

Thomas Leslie 
Nadya Leslie 
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Table 3 (continued): 

Survey Date and Total 
Surveyor Hours 

Survey 
Hours 

Purpose of Survey Surveyor(s) 

15. March 26, 2004 

(4 person hrs.) 
0930-1130 

A - Focused spring plant and wildlife field survey 
B - Oak tree survey and vegetational mapping of 

the 36-AC APN 2812-009-003 

Thomas Leslie 
Nadya Leslie 

16. April 9, 2004 
(6.5 person hrs.) 1045-1400 

A - Focused spring plant and wildlife field survey 
B - Oak tree survey and vegetational mapping of 

the 36-AC APN 2812-009-003 

Thomas Leslie 
Nadya Leslie 

17. March 25, 2005 

(6 person hrs.) 
0600-1200 

Protocol CAGN survey 
(included an inventory of all wildlife and plant 

species observed during survey) 
Gilberto Ruiz 

18. April 1, 2005 

(6 person hrs.) 
0600-1200 

Protocol CAGN survey 
(included an inventory of all wildlife and plant 

species observed during survey) 
Gilberto Ruiz 

19. April 8, 2005 

(4 person hrs.) 
0600-1200 

Protocol CAGN survey 
(included an inventory of all wildlife and plant 

species observed during survey) 
Gilberto Ruiz 

20. April 9, 2005 

(6 person hrs.) 
1000-1200 Focused plant and wildlife species surveys and 

inventories  
Thomas Leslie 

Nadya Leslie 

21. April 15, 2005 

(6 person hrs.) 
0600-1200 

Protocol CAGN survey 
(included an inventory of all wildlife and plant 

species observed during survey) 
Gilberto Ruiz 

22. April 22 2005 

(6 person hrs.) 
0600-1200 

Protocol CAGN survey 
(included an inventory of all wildlife and plant 

species observed during survey) 
Gilberto Ruiz 

23. April 29, 2005 

(6 person hrs.) 
0600-1200 

Protocol CAGN survey 
(included an inventory of all wildlife and plant 

species observed during survey) 
Gilberto Ruiz 

24. May 7, 2005  
(4 person hrs.) 

1000-1200 Focused plant and wildlife species surveys and 
inventories  

Thomas Leslie 
Nadya Leslie 

TOTAL SURVEY 
HOURS: 99   
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USGS quadrangle map overlay: In addition to reviewing current Rare Find report data, a CDFG velum 
map overlays (CDFG, 2005c, d) for the Newhall, CA and Mint Canyon, CA USGS quadrangles, were 
obtained from the CDFG. Velum map overlays graphically illustrate occurrences for sensitive biological 
elements (species and habitat) within a USGS quadrangle. The velum map overlays for the Agua Dulce, 
CA and Mint Canyon, CA USGS quadrangles were analyzed to determine if sensitive biological elements 
are mapped by the CDFG as occurring within or immediately adjacent to the study area. 
The results of the record search and velum overlay map analysis were used to determine (a) if any 
sensitive resources had been previously reported within, or in the immediate local vicinity, of VTTN 
060258 which might be impacted by implementation of the project proposed by VTTN 060258 and (b) 
which sensitive biological resources should be specifically searched for on the study area during 
biological assessment level field surveys. 

B-1.3. Report Format Used 
Since the City of Santa Clarita Planning Department has not adopted any required format for biological 
reports (Mr. Nathan Gapper, Assistant Planner I, 2003, Pers. Comm.), appropriate portions of the County 
of Los Angeles biological report format were used to prepare this biological assessment report. 

B-2. Field Survey Investigations 
Using information gathered, during the Pre-Field Survey investigations, the following field survey 
investigations were performed (see Table 3): 
2005: 
• � Two (2) focused plant and wildlife species surveys were performed within the study area on April 9 

and May 7, 2005, to inventory the plant and wildlife species utilizing the site. 
• � Six (6) protocol CAGN surveys were performed within the proposed development area before noon 

on March 25, April 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29, 2005. All wildlife and plant species observed were recorded. 

2004: 
• � Three (3) focused spring surveys were performed on March 14 and 26 and April 9, 2004, over the 

entirety of the 250.93± acre study area (VTTN 060258 and associated roadways). The March 14, 
2004 field survey also included performance of a focused field surveys for oak trees located within 
the 36-acre APN 2812-009-003 and 200-foot “strip” of land bordering the boundaries of the study 
area. 

2003: 
• � Nine (9) protocol CAGN surveys were performed within the proposed development area before noon 

on June 7, 14, 21 and 28, July 5 and 26, August 9 and 23 and September 6, 2003. All wildlife and 
plant species observed were recorded. 

• � Two (2) focused plant and wildlife species surveys, and a vegetational mapping, were performed 
within the study area after noon, on June 29 and September 27, 2003, to inventory the species 
utilizing the site and map existing vegetational cover. 

• � Two (2) Oak tree assessment field surveys were conducted on October 11 and 17, 2003 to map and 
assess oak trees growing within the development area. Both oak tree assessment field surveys also 
included updating the Appendix B and C species compendia. The October 17, 2003 field survey 
included a species inventory and vegetational mapping. 
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No limitations that could have negatively influenced the results of the biological assessment field 
investigations, were encountered (e.g., inclement weather, wrong time of day for surveys, too hot, too 
cold, etc.). 

B-2.1. Field Survey Notes 
Hand written field survey notes were made to document the survey conditions of each of the twenty-four 
(24) 2005, 2004 and 2003 biological field surveys and the vegetational cover and predominant plant and 
wildlife species identified within the study area. The field notes were later transcribed to computer files 
as the Appendix B Floral Compendium and the Appendix C Wildlife Compendium and used to prepare 
this biological assessment report. Appendices B and C provide lists of the plant and wildlife species 
actually observed/identified within the study area during the twenty-four (24) 2005, 2004 and 2003 field 
survey investigations. 

B-2.2. Photo Documentation of the Existing Conditions of the Study Area 
The existing conditions of the study area, and immediately surrounding land uses (encompassing at least 
200 feet adjacent to all boundaries of the study area), as observed during performance of the 24 March-
May 2005, March and April 2004 and June-October 2003 field surveys, are photodocumented by the 
thirty-four photographs comprising the 16 Appendix D Photo Plates. Figure 5 shows the location and 
direction from which each of the 34 photographs was taken. 

B-2.3. Field Surveys Methodologies 
Field surveys methodologies used are those currently accepted natural community and plant and wildlife 
survey guidelines for biological elements, set forth by relevant state and federal resource agencies such as 
the California Department of Fish and Game, US Fish and Wildlife Service, etc. The City of Santa 
Clarita has not adopted any field survey guidelines (N. Gapper, 2003, Pers. Comm.). 

The surveys were conducting by walking through accessible portions of the property. Binoculars were 
used to search through inaccessible portions of the property and to assist in identification of the plant and 
wildlife species.  

NOTE: Nocturnal surveys, and focused surveys for bats and aquatic species were not performed onsite 
due to the absence of suitable habitat onsite. 

B-2.4. Areas Surveyed 
The entire 246-acre VTTN 060258, and the right-of-ways of three off-site roadways (4.93± acres) were 
surveyed during 24 comprehensive March-May 2005, March and April 2004 and 7 June to 17 October 
2003 field surveys. All accessible portions of the development areas were thoroughly surveyed on foot. 
Inaccessible areas (e.g., private property posted with “No Trespassing” signs), and adjacent off-site areas,  
were subjected to binocular surveys. 

B-2.5. Plant and Wildlife Species Inventory 
An inventory, listing the predominant field identified plant and wildlife species of the study area, was 
compiled during the performance of the 24 biological field surveys conducted: eight in March, April and 
May 2005, three in March and April 2004 and 13 in June, July, August, September and October 2003. As 
appropriate, the predominant plant and wildlife species observed within the study area were field 
identified to species by sight, calls, tracks, scat, external morphological features, flight patterns, etc.  
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Lists of the field identified plant and wildlife species of the study area are situated in the floral and 
wildlife compendia provided in Appendices B and C respectively. The species lists are meant to provide 
information for use in characterizing the biological resources of the study area: plant community types 
and wildlife populations.  

B-2.6. Plant Communities 
The types of plant communities (native habitat and non-native disturbed habitats) present within the 
study area were identified and classified according to Holland’s Preliminary Description of the 
Terrestrial Natural Communities of California (Holland, 1986).  

C. PERSONNEL INVOLVED IN THE FIELD AND LABORATORY WORK 
The biologists listed below were involved in the 2005, 2005, 2004 and 2003 field and laboratory work 
and preparation of this biological assessment and the initial October 17, 2003 oak tree report, 
supplemental letter reports and the updated/expanded 2005 oak tree report (TLC, 2005).  

C-1. Thomas A. Leslie, B.S./M.S. 
Performed the following investigations: 
• focused plant and wildlife surveys,  
• four of the five oak tree assessment field surveys, 
• vegetational mapping,  
• prepared the Biological Assessment Report (BAR),  
• co-authored the initial October 2003 Oak Tree Assessment report (TLC, 2003c), the March 2004 

expanded Oak Tree Report supplemental letter (TLC, 2004b), the updated April 2004 Oak Tree 
Report (TLC, 2004a) and the revised Oak Report (TLC, 2005) for the study area. 

Permits: USFWS permit TE-781384-4 and associated state Memorandum of Understanding (CAGN, 
WIFL, SRB); CDFG Scientific Collecting Permit No. 801061-05. 

Address: P.O. Box 2229, Temecula, California, 92593; Phone (951) 296-6232; Fax (951) 296-6232. 

C-2. Nadya V. Leslie, M.S. 
Performed the following investigations: 
• focused plant and wildlife surveys,  
• vegetational mapping,  
• three of the five oak tree assessment field surveys, 
• co-authored the BAR, 
• co-authored the initial October 2003 Oak Tree Assessment report, the March 2004 expanded Oak 

Tree Report supplemental letter, the updated/expanded Oak Tree Report and the revised Oak Report 
for the study area. 

Permits: Authorized individual under USFWS permit TE-781384-4 and associated state Memorandum of 
Understanding (CAGN, WIFL, SRB); CDFG Scientific Collecting Permit No. 801280-05. 

Address: P.O. Box 2229, Temecula, California, 92593; Phone (951) 296-6232; Fax (951) 296-6232. 
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NOTE: At the request of Christopher A. Joseph & Associates, Mr. Tony Bomkamp, Senior Biologist 
with Glenn Lukos Associates reviewed the draft BAR in November 2004 and provided constructive edits 
and comments that were incorporated into the June 16, 2005 final BAR report (GLA, 2004). 

C-3. Gilberto B. Ruiz, M.A. 
Performed the following investigations: 
• protocol CAGN surveys  
• one of the five oak tree assessment field surveys, 
• co-authored the initial October 2003 Oak Tree Assessment report. 

Permits: USFWS permit TE-840036-3. 

Address: P.O. Box 1514, Santa Monica, California 90406, Phone (323) 449-1050, Fax (323) 965-7858. 

The resumes, and copies of state and federal permits of the three biologists involved in field and 
laboratory work, are provided in Appendix E. 

D. SURVEY OF THE FLORA AND FAUNA  
D-1. Plants Species Observed on VTTN 060258 
The Appendix B Floral Compendium (FC) provides a summary of the types of plants identified within 
the boundaries of VTTN 060258. It was compiled using the results of the following 24 field surveys (see 
Table 3): 
• 8 surveys: March, April and May 2005 
• 3 surveys: March 14 and 26 and April 9, 2004 
• 5 surveys: June 7, 14, 21, 28 and 29, 2003 
• 2 surveys: July 5 and 26, 2003 
• 2 surveys: August 9 and 23, 2003 
• 2 surveys: September 6 and 27, 2003 
• 2 surveys: October 11 and 17, 2003 

The FC was compiled to inventory botanical resources within the study area and to determine the 
presence or absence of sensitive plant species, present and identifiable at the time the surveys were 
conducted. It only lists those plant species actually identified within the boundaries of VTTN 060258 
during the 24 field surveys. It does not include a list of “expected but not observed” species. The FC was 
compiled by TLC biologists Thomas A. Leslie, Nadya V. Leslie and Gilberto B. Ruiz. 

An analysis of the FC shows the following: 
• No listed threatened or endangered plant species, species candidate for listing or unlisted special-

status plant species were identified within the study area during 24 March-May 2005, March and 
April 2004 and June-October 2003 botanical surveys. 

• A total of 150 plant species were identified within the boundaries of the study area in 2004 and 2003. 
• The plant species identified within the study area are locally common species typically associated 

with Buckwheat Scrub, Chaparral, Non-native Grassland and Southern Cottonwood-Willow Riparian 
Forest habitat, and Residential/Urban/Exotic disturbed habitat of Santa Clarita, California. 
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• 36 non-native plant types were identified within the study area. Buckwheat Scrub, Chaparral and 
Southern Cottonwood-Willow Riparian Forest habitats were dominated by native plants; Non-native 
Grassland habitat and Residential/Urban/Exotic vegetational association were dominated by non-
natives.  

D-2. Wildlife Species Observed within the Study Area 
The Appendix C Wildlife Compendium (WC) provides a summary of the types of wildlife identified 
within the boundaries of the study area. It was compiled using the results of the following 24 field 
surveys (see Table 3): 

• 8 surveys: March 25, April 1, 8, 9, 15, 22 and 29 and May 7, 2005 
• 3 surveys: March 14 and 26 and April 9, 2004 
• 5 surveys: June 7, 14, 21, 28 and 29, 2003 
• 2 surveys: July 5 and 26, 2003 
• 2 surveys: August 9 and 23, 2003 
• 2 surveys: September 6 and 27, 2003 
• 2 surveys: October 11 and 17, 2003 

The WC was compiled to inventory faunal resources within the study area and to determine the presence 
or absence of sensitive wildlife species, such as the CAGN, present and identifiable at the time the 
surveys were conducted. It only lists those wildlife species actually identified within the boundaries of 
the study area during the 24 field surveys. It does not include a list of “expected but not observed” 
species. The WC was compiled by TLC biologists Thomas A. Leslie, Nadya V. Leslie and Gilberto B. 
Ruiz. 

An analysis of the WC shows the following: 
• No listed threatened or endangered wildlife species like CAGN, were identified within the study area 

during 24 March, April and May 2005, March and April 2004 and June-October 2003 wildlife 
surveys. The absence of the CAGN on VTTN 060258 is documented in more detail in two separate 
reports submitted to the Ventura, California office of the US Fish and Wildlife Service on October 
10, 2003 and on June 8, 2005 (TLC, 2003b; TLC, 2005). In addition, no CAGN were observed within 
the three off-site roadways in 2005, 2004 or 2003. 

• A total of 88 wildlife species were identified within the boundaries of the study area in 2005, 2004 
and 2003, including 1 amphibian, 5 reptile, 46 bird, 6 mammal and 31 invertebrate species. Due to 
the presence of relatively undisturbed (“pristine”) habitat within the study area, wildlife utilization of 
the study area is relatively normal to vacant property in Santa Clarita, California. 

• The wildlife species of the study area are in general locally common species typically associated with 
Buckwheat Scrub, Chaparral, Non-native Grassland and Southern Cottonwood-Willow Riparian 
Forest habitat and Residential/Urban/Exotic disturbed habitat of Santa Clarita, California. 

• Seven unlisted special-status species, the Western Spadefoot Toad, the Coastal Western Whiptail, the 
Cooper’s Hawk, the Loggerhead Shrike the Yellow Warbler, the Yellow-breasted Chat and the Bell’s 
Sage Sparrow were observed within the study area (see Appendix C and Figure 6). 
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IV. SENSITIVE SPECIES AND COMMUNITIES OF THE STUDY AREA 
A. LISTED AND UNLISTED SPECIAL-STATUS PLANT SPECIES 
Findings Summary: 
• No plant species listed as threatened or endangered, no plant species candidates for listing and no 

unlisted special-status plant species were identified within the study area during performance of 
twenty-four (24) 2005, 2005, 2004 and 2003 field surveys. 

• The Appendix B Floral Compendium provides a complete list of the locally common plant species 
identified within the study area. 

As part of the 2005 BAR, Table 4 Sensitive Species and Habitat Types Recorded by the CNDDB in the 
Vicinity of the Study Area was prepared to identify which listed, and unlisted plant species of concern, are 
recorded within a 2.0-mile radius of the study area. Table 4 was created using information obtained from 
an analysis of a 2005 CNDDB records search report and velum quadsheet overlay for the Mint Canyon, 
CA and Newhall, CA, USGS quadrangles (CDFG, 2005a, b, c, d). In addition, recently rediscovered 
unlisted, CNPS List 1B Los Angeles Sunflower (Helianthus nuttallii ssp. parishii) is also addressed on 
Table 4. 
Table 4 provides the following information for each species: common and scientific name, habitat and 
distribution, flowering period, state, federal and the CNPS protection status, R-E-D Code, global and 
state ranking, and probability of occurrence within the study area. The probability of occurrence is based 
on such factors as the presence/absence of suitable habitat, the presence/absence of CNDDB records on 
or in the immediate vicinity of the study area, the results of focused plant surveys, etc. 
In addition to the sensitive species, recorded by the CNDDB in the vicinity of the study area, 21 sensitive 
plant species “occurring or potentially occurring within the proposed Santa Clara River SEA” (PFF, 
2000), were also searched for. The results are provided in Table 5 of this report. 

A-1. LISTED Plant Species 
• No CNDDB records for listed plant species occur within the boundaries of the study area.  
• None are recorded by the CNDDB within 2.0-mile radius of the study area (CDFG, 2005a, b, c, d). 
• No listed plant species were identified within the study area during 24 field surveys performed within 

the study area between March 25 and May 7, 2005, on March 14 and 26 and April 9, 2004 and 
between June 7 and October 17, 2003. 

• None of the five listed plant species recorded as “occurring or potentially occurring within the 
proposed Santa Clara River SEA” (PFF, 2000) were observed within the study area. The potential for 
these species to occur within the study area are addressed on Table 5. 

A-2. Unlisted special-status Plant Species 
• No CNDDB records for unlisted special-status plant species occur within the boundaries of the study 

area.  
• None are recorded by the CNDDB within 2.0-mile radius of the study area (CDFG, 2005a, b, c, d). 
• No unlisted special-status plant species were identified within the study area during 24 field surveys 

performed within the study area between March 25 and May 7, 2005, on March 14 and 26 and April 
9, 2004 and between June 7 and October 17, 2003. 

• None of the 16 unlisted special-status plant species recorded as “occurring or potentially occurring 
within the proposed Santa Clara River SEA” (PFF, 2000) were observed within the study area. The 
potential for these species to occur within the study area are addressed on Table 5. 



 

 

Table 4:  Sensitive Species and Habitat Types Recorded by the CNDDB in the Vicinity of the Study Area  

SPECIES or 
HABITAT TYPE 

HABITAT AND DISTRIBUTION  
OF EACH SPECIES  

SURVEY 
PERIOD 

LISTING STATUS 
(Federal, State, 
CNPS. CDFG) 

PRESENCE OR ABSENCE 
AND POTENTIAL TO 
OCCUR WITHIN THE 

STUDY AREA  
A. UNLISTED SPECIAL-STATUS PLANT SPECIES    

Helianthus nuttallii 
ssp. parishii 
Los Angeles 
Sunflower 

Suitable habitat: Coastal saltwater and freshwater marshes, marshy 
banks of the river, at elevations of 10-500 meters (33-1,640 feet) 
above msl. 
Nearest CNDDB location: 6.4± miles W of the SW corner of 
VTTN 060258 (CDFG, 2005a, b, c, d). 

August-October 

Fed: None 
CA: None 
CNPS: List 1A 
G5T1; S1 

Not expected to occur. 

Not Observed onsite during six 
August-October 2003 focused 
botanical field surveys.  

B. LISTED WILDLIFE SPECIES    
Gasterosteus 
aculeatus williamsoni 
Unarmored 
Threespine 
Stickleback 

Suitable habitat: Weedy pools, backwaters with cool clear water 
and abundant vegetation. 
Nearest CNDDB location: 1.23± miles SW of the center of VTTN 
060258 (CDFG, 2005a, b, c, d). 

Year-round 

Fed: Endangered 
CA: Endangered 
CDFG: CSC 
G5T1; S1 

Not expected to occur within the 
study area due to the complete 
absence of suitable habitat. 

C. UNLISTED SPECIAL-STATUS WILDLIFE SPECIES    

Gila orcutti 

Arroyo Chub 

Suitable habitat: Slow waters stream sections with mud or sand 
bottoms in Los Angeles basin south coastal streams. 
Nearest CNDDB location: 1.23± miles SW of the center of VTTN 
060258 (CDFG, 2005a, b, c, d). 

Year-round 

Fed: None 
CA: None 
CDFG: CSC 
G2; S2 

Not expected to occur within the 
study area due to the complete 
absence of suitable habitat. 

D. SENSITIVE HABITAT TYPES    

Southern Riparian 
Scrub 

Developed along streams and rivers. 
Distribution: Canyons and valleys of southern California. 
Nearest CNDDB location: mapped on VTTN 060258 (CDFG, 
2005a, b, c, d). 

Year-round 

Fed: None 
CA: None 
CNPS: None  
G3; S3.2 

No Southern Riparian Scrub 
habitat grows within the study 
area. Instead, as Figure 4 
illustrates, Southern Cottonwood-
Willow Riparian Forest grows 
onsite in Drainage Complex C. 

Southern Willow 
Scrub 

Loose, sandy or fine gravelly alluvium deposited near stream 
channels during flood flows. 
Distribution: Formerly extensive along the major rivers of coastal 
southern California, but now much reduced by urban expansion, 
flood control, and channel "improvements". 
Nearest CNDDB location: mapped on VTTN 060258 (CDFG, 
2005a, b, c, d). 

Year-round 

Fed: None 
CA: None 
CNPS: C.H.I.P. 
G3; S2.1 

No Southern Willow Scrub 
habitat grows within the study 
area. Instead, as Figure 4 
illustrates, Southern Cottonwood-
Willow Riparian Forest grows 
onsite in Drainage Complex C. 



 

 

Table 5: List of “Sensitive Species (21 Plants and 57 Animals) Occurring Or Potentially Occurring Within the Proposed Santa Clara River SEA” (PFF, 2000) 

PLANT 
SPECIES 

HABITAT AND DISTRIBUTION 
OF EACH SPECIES WITHIN PROPOSED SEA 

FLOWERING 
PERIOD 

LISTING STATUS 
(Federal, State, 

CNPS) 

PRESENCE OR ABSENCE AND 
POTENTIAL TO OCCUR WITHIN 

THE STUDY AREA 
A. LISTED PLANT SPECIES (5)    

Berberis 
nevinii 
Nevin’s 
Barberry 

Suitable habitat*: Sage scrub, chaparral, cismontane woodland, 
riparian scrub; sandy or gravelly substrate. 
Location*: Warm Spring Mt. and Newhall quads; San Francisquito 
Canyon (1987); 0.5 mi. N of San Francisquito powerhouse. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: Six CNDDB records in Newhall, 
Mint Canyon and ten surrounding USGS quads; the closest is 3.85 
miles NW of the center of VTTN 060258 (Occurrence # 12). 
However, the species has not been seen in this locality since 1965. 

March-April 

Fed: Endangered 
CA: Endangered 
CNPS: List 1B 
RED 3-3-3 
G2; S2.2 

Not Observed onsite during twenty-four 
2005, 2004 and 2003 focused botanical 
field surveys.  
Not Expected To Occur because this 
large sized perennial shrub would have 
been identifiable even when not 
flowering if present onsite. No Barberry 
of any species was observed onsite. 
Therefore no further surveys for this 
species are identified. 

Chorizanthe 
parryi var. 
fernandina 

San Fernando 
Valley 
Spineflower  

Suitable habitat: Coastal scrub, sandy soils. 

Location: Potential where habitat occurs; record outside SEA on 
Newhall Ranch (2000). 

CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: Nine CNDDB records in 
Newhall, Mint Canyon and ten surrounding USGS quads; the 
closest is 4.98 miles W of the center of VTTN 060258 (Occurrence 
# 15). 

April-June 

Fed: Candidate 
CA: Endangered  
CNPS: List 1B 
RED 2-2-2 
G2T1; S1.1 

Not Observed onsite during seven 
April-May 2005, one April 2004 and 
five June 2003 focused botanical field 
surveys. 
Low Potential to Occur onsite due to 
the presence of suitable habitat but 
failure to observe the species onsite 
during focused botanical surveys, 
absence of CNDDB occurrence records 
onsite and lack of proximal CNDDB 
occurrence records. 

Dodecahema 
leptoceras 
Slender-
horned 
Spineflower 

Suitable habitat*: Alluvial sage scrub vegetation on sandy flood-
deposited rivers and washes. 
Location*: Recorded near Newhall (1989) and in Mint Canyon, 
also observed in Bee Canyon. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: Five CNDDB records in Newhall, 
Mint Canyon and ten surrounding USGS quads; the closest is 4.01 
miles SW of the center of VTTN 060258 (Occurrence # 16). 

April-June 

Fed: Endangered 
CA: Endangered 
CNPS: List 1B 
RED 3-3-3 
G1; S1.1 

Not Observed onsite during seven 
April-May 2005, one April 2004 and 
five June 2003 focused botanical field 
surveys. 
Not Expected to Occur due to the 
absence of suitable habitat onsite. 

Navarretia 
fossalis  
Spreading 
Navarretia  

Suitable habitat*: Chenopod scrub, shallow freshwater marshes, 
vernal pools. 
Location*: Newhall area within vernal pools (1995-96). 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: Three CNDDB records in 
Newhall, Mint Canyon and ten surrounding USGS quads; the 
closest is 2.68 miles NE of the center of VTTN 060258 
(Occurrence # 41). 

April-June 

Fed: Threatened 
CA: None  
CNPS: List 1B 
RED 2-3-2 
G2; S2.1 

Not Observed onsite during seven 
April-May 2005, one April 2004 and 
five June 2003 focused botanical field 
surveys.  
Not Expected to Occur due to the 
absence of suitable habitat onsite. 

* = Suitable habitat and location data are taken from Biological Resources Assessment of the Proposed Santa Clara River Significant Ecological Area (PFF, 2000). 



 

 

Table 5 (continued): 
 

PLANT 
SPECIES  

HABITAT AND DISTRIBUTION 
OF EACH SPECIES WITHIN PROPOSED 

SEA 

FLOWERING 
PERIOD 

LISTING 
STATUS 

(Federal, State, 
CNPS) 

PRESENCE OR ABSENCE AND POTENTIAL TO 
OCCUR WITHIN THE STUDY AREA 

Orcuttia 
californica  
California 
Orcutt Grass 

Suitable habitat: Vernal pools. 
Location: Potential where habitat occurs. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: Four CNDDB 
records in Newhall, Mint Canyon and ten 
surrounding USGS quads; the closest is 2.68 miles 
NE of the center of VTTN 060258 (Occurrence # 
30). 

April-August 

Fed: Endangered 

CA: Endangered 

CNPS: List 1B 

RED 3-3-2 

G2; S2.1 

Not Observed onsite during seven April-May 2005, one 
April 2004 and nine June–August 2003 focused botanical 
field surveys. 
Not Expected to Occur due to the absence of suitable 
habitat onsite. 

B. UNLISTED SPECIAL-STATUS PLANT SPECIES (16)    

Boykinia 
rotundifolia 
Round-leaved 
Boykinia  

Suitable habitat*: Chaparral, riparian woodland, 
streambanks. 
Location*: Common in local canyons. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No records in 
CNDDB DataBase. 

June-July 

Fed: None  

CA: None  

CNPS: None 
(“considered but 
rejected: too 
common”) 

Not Observed onsite during seven June-July 2003 focused 
botanical field surveys. 

Moderate Potential to Occur onsite due to the presence 
of suitable habitat but failure to observe the species onsite 
during 16 focused botanical surveys and absence of 
CNDDB occurrence records onsite. No further focused 
surveys recommended for this unlisted species. 

Brickellia 
nevinii 
Nevin’s 
Bricklebush 

Suitable habitat*: Chaparral, coastal sage scrub; 
steep slopes. 
Location*: Recorded in N portion of San 
Francisquito Creek wash; common locally. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No records in 
CNDDB DataBase. 

September-
November 

Fed: None  

CA: None  

CNPS: None 
(“considered but 
rejected: too 
common”) 

Not Observed onsite during four September-October 2003 
focused botanical field surveys. 

Low Potential to Occur onsite due to the presence of 
suitable habitat but failure to observe the species onsite 
during 16 focused botanical surveys and absence of 
CNDDB occurrence records onsite. No further focused 
surveys recommended for this unlisted species. 

Calochortus 
catalinae  

Catalina 
Mariposa 
Lily 

Suitable habitat*: Openings in chaparral, valley and 
foothill grassland, cismontane woodland; heavy 
soils. 
Location*: Placerita Canyon. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB 
records in Newhall, Mint Canyon and ten 
surrounding USGS quads. 

February-May 

Fed: None  

CA: None  

CNPS: List 4 

RED 1-2-3 

G3; S3.2 

Not Observed onsite during seven March-April 2005 and 
three March-April 2004 botanical field surveys. 

Low Potential to Occur onsite due to the presence of 
suitable habitat but failure to observe the species onsite 
during focused botanical surveys, absence of CNDDB 
occurrence records onsite and lack of proximal CNDDB 
occurrence records. No further focused surveys 
recommended for this unlisted species. 



 

 

Table 5 (continued): 
 

PLANT 
SPECIES  

HABITAT AND DISTRIBUTION 
OF EACH SPECIES WITHIN PROPOSED SEA 

FLOWERING 
PERIOD 

LISTING 
STATUS 

(Federal, State, 
CNPS) 

PRESENCE OR ABSENCE AND POTENTIAL 
TO OCCUR WITHIN THE STUDY AREA 

Calochortus 
clavatus var. 
clavatus 

Club-haired 
Mariposa 
Lily 

Suitable habitat*: Coastal sage scrub, clayish flats and 
slopes. 
Location*: Common on Golden Valley Ranch 
property. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB records 
in Newhall, Mint Canyon and ten surrounding USGS 
quads. 

May-June 

Fed: None  

CA: None  

CNPS: List 4 

RED 1-1-3 

G4T3; S3.3 

Not Observed onsite during one May 2005 and five 
June 2003 focused botanical field surveys. 

Low Potential to Occur onsite due to the presence 
of suitable habitat but failure to observe the species 
onsite during focused botanical surveys, absence of 
CNDDB occurrence records onsite and lack of 
proximal CNDDB occurrence records. No further 
focused surveys recommended for this unlisted 
species. 

Calochortus 
clavatus var. 
gracilis 

Slender 
Mariposa 
Lily 

Suitable habitat*: Chaparral, especially in foothill 
canyons; generally found in shade. 
Location*: Confluence of Bee Canyon and Soledad 
Canyon Rd.; Oak Spring Canyon. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: Eight CNDDB 
records in Newhall, Mint Canyon and ten surrounding 
USGS quads; the closest is 3.5 miles E of the center of 
VTTN 060258 (Occurrence # 5). 

March-May 

Fed: None 

CA: None  

CNPS: List 1B 

RED 3-2-3 

G4T1; S1.1 

Not Observed onsite during eight March-May 2005 
and three March-April 2004 botanical field surveys. 

Low Potential to Occur onsite due to the presence 
of suitable habitat but failure to observe the species 
onsite during focused botanical surveys, absence of 
CNDDB occurrence records onsite and lack of 
proximal CNDDB occurrence records. 

Calochortus 
plummerae 
Plummer's 
Mariposa 
Lily 

Suitable habitat*: Sage scrub, valley and foothill 
grassland, yellow pine forest; dry, rocky or sandy sites, 
granitic or alluvial soil; to 4,800 feet. 
Location*: Sunland, near Reese Ranch, little Tujunga 
Canyon (1989); Santa Susana Pass (1928) on Robinson 
Ranch Golf Course. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: Four CNDDB 
records in Newhall, Mint Canyon and ten surrounding 
USGS quads; the closest is 4.01 miles SW of the center 
of VTTN 060258 (Occurrence # 77). However, this 
occurrence is dated 1897, and “much of this area now 
developed” (CDFG, 2003a, b, c, d). 

May-July 

Fed: None 

CA: None  

CNPS: List 1B 

RED 2-2-3 

G3; S3.2 

Not Observed onsite during one May 2005 and 
seven June-July 2003 focused botanical field 
surveys. 

Low Potential to Occur onsite due to the presence 
of suitable habitat but failure to observe the species 
onsite during focused botanical surveys, absence of 
CNDDB occurrence records onsite and lack of 
proximal CNDDB occurrence records. No further 
focused surveys recommended for this unlisted 
species. 



 

 

Table 5 (continued): 
 

PLANT 
SPECIES  

HABITAT AND DISTRIBUTION 
OF EACH SPECIES WITHIN PROPOSED SEA 

FLOWERING 
PERIOD 

LISTING 
STATUS 

(Federal, State, 
CNPS) 

PRESENCE OR ABSENCE AND POTENTIAL 
TO OCCUR WITHIN THE STUDY AREA 

Calystegia 
peirsonii 
Pierson’s 
Morning Glory 

Suitable habitat*: Sage scrub, chenopod (saltbush) 
scrub, chaparral, cismontane woodland, lower 
montane coniferous forest, rocky slopes. 
Location*: Locally common in several canyons 
along the Santa Clara River. 

CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB 
records in Newhall, Mint Canyon and ten 
surrounding USGS quads. 

May-June 

Fed: None 

CA: None  

CNPS: List 4 

RED 1-2-3 

G3; S3.2 

Not Observed onsite during one May 2005 and five 
June 2003 focused botanical field surveys. 

Low Potential to Occur onsite due to the presence 
of suitable habitat but failure to observe the species 
onsite during focused botanical surveys, absence of 
CNDDB occurrence records onsite and lack of 
proximal CNDDB occurrence records. No further 
focused surveys recommended for this unlisted 
species. 

Harpagonella 
palmeri  

Palmer's 
Grapplinghook 

Suitable habitat*: Sage scrub; clay soils; below 2,500 
feet. 
Location*: Historic occurrence in L.A. county, 
Newhall quadrangle. 

CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB 
records in Newhall, Mint Canyon and ten 
surrounding USGS quads. 

March-May 

Fed: None 

CA: None  

CNPS: List 4 

RED 1-2-1 

G4; S3.2 

Not Observed onsite during eight March-May 2005 
and three March-April 2004 botanical field surveys. 

Low Potential to Occur onsite due to the presence 
of suitable habitat and clay soils but failure to 
observe the species onsite during focused botanical 
surveys, absence of CNDDB occurrence records 
onsite and lack of proximal CNDDB occurrence 
records. No further focused surveys recommended 
for this unlisted species. 

Lilium 
humboldtii ssp. 
ocellatum 
Ocellated 
Humboldt Lily 

Suitable habitat*: Openings in chaparral, cismontane 
woodland, lower montane coniferous forest; below 
5,500 feet. 
Location*: Common in local canyons. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB 
records in Newhall, Mint Canyon and ten 
surrounding USGS quads. 

March-July 

Fed: None 

CA: None 

CNPS: List 4 

RED 1-2-3 

G4T3; S3.2 

Not Observed onsite during eight March-May 2005 
and three March-April 2004 and seven June-July 
2003 focused botanical field surveys. 
Low Potential to Occur onsite due to the presence 
of suitable habitat but failure to observe the species 
onsite during 16 focused botanical surveys, absence 
of CNDDB occurrence records onsite and lack of 
proximal CNDDB occurrence records. No further 
focused surveys recommended for this unlisted 
species. 



 

 

Table 5 (continued): 
 

PLANT 
SPECIES  

HABITAT AND DISTRIBUTION 
OF EACH SPECIES WITHIN PROPOSED SEA 

FLOWERING 
PERIOD 

LISTING 
STATUS 

(Federal, State, 
CNPS) 

PRESENCE OR ABSENCE AND POTENTIAL 
TO OCCUR WITHIN THE STUDY AREA 

Lotus 
nuttallianus  
Nuttall’s Lotus 

Suitable habitat*: Chaparral and buckwheat 
communities. 
Location*: Unconfirmed record in sandy areas of 
chaparral and buckwheat scrub near convergence of 
Soledad and Agua Dulce Canyons. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB 
records in Newhall, Mint Canyon and ten 
surrounding USGS quads. 

March-June 

Fed: None 

CA: None  

CNPS: List 1B 

RED 3-3-2 

G1; S1 

Not Observed onsite during eight March-May 2005 
and three March-April 2004 and five June 2003 
focused botanical field surveys. 

Low Potential to Occur onsite due to the presence 
of suitable habitat but failure to observe the species 
onsite during 16 focused botanical surveys, absence 
of CNDDB occurrence records onsite and lack of 
proximal CNDDB occurrence records. No further 
focused surveys recommended for this unlisted 
species. 

Malacothamnus 
davidsonii 
Davidson’s 
Bush Mallow 

Suitable habitat*: Sage scrub, chaparral, riparian 
woodland. 
Location*: Unconfirmed record from Oak Spring 
Canyon near Santa Clara River. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: Eight CNDDB 
records in Newhall, Mint Canyon and ten 
surrounding USGS quads; the closest is 7.37 miles S 
of the center of VTTN 060258 (Occurrence # 9). 

June-January 

Fed: Sp. of Conc. 

CA: None  

CNPS: List 1B 

RED 2-2-3 

G1; S1.1 

Not Observed onsite during eight March-May 2005 
and 13 June-October 2003 focused botanical field 
surveys. 

Low Potential to Occur onsite due to the presence 
of suitable habitat but failure to observe the species 
onsite during focused botanical surveys, absence of 
CNDDB occurrence records onsite and lack of 
proximal CNDDB occurrence records. No further 
focused surveys recommended for this unlisted 
species. 

Opuntia 
basilaris var. 
brachyclada 
Short-joint 
Beavertail 

Suitable habitat*: Chaparral, joshua tree woodland, 
mohavean desert scrub, pinyon-juniper woodland, 
riparian woodland, sandy soil or coarse granitic 
loam. 
Location*: Potential where habitat occurs; recorded 
outside SEA near Quigley Canyon, E of Newhall. 

CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: Three CNDDB 
records in Newhall, Mint Canyon and ten 
surrounding USGS quads; the closest is 2.67 miles S 
of the center of VTTN 060258 (Occurrence # 10). 

April-June 

Fed: None 

CA: None  

CNPS: List 1B 

RED 3-2-3 

G5T1; S1.2 

Not Observed onsite during seven April-May 2005, 
one April 2004 and five June 2003 focused botanical 
field surveys. 

Low Potential to Occur onsite due to the presence 
of suitable habitat but failure to observe the species 
onsite during focused botanical surveys, absence of 
CNDDB occurrence records onsite and lack of 
proximal CNDDB occurrence records. No further 
focused surveys recommended for this unlisted 
species. 



 

 

Table 5 (continued): 

PLANT 
SPECIES  

HABITAT AND DISTRIBUTION 
OF EACH SPECIES WITHIN PROPOSED 

SEA 

FLOWERING 
PERIOD 

LISTING STATUS 
(Federal, State, 

CNPS) 
PRESENCE OR ABSENCE AND POTENTIAL 

TO OCCUR WITHIN THE STUDY AREA 

Perideridia 
pringlei 

Adobe Yampah  

Suitable habitat*: Chaparral, cismontane woodland, 
coastal scrub. 
Location*: Recorded in N Los Angeles, Kern and 
Ventura Cos. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB 
records in Newhall, Mint Canyon and ten 
surrounding USGS quads. 

April-July 

Fed: None  

CA: None  

CNPS: List 4 

RED 1-1-3 

G3; S3.3 

Not Observed onsite during seven April-May 2005, 
one April 2004 and seven June-July 2003 focused 
botanical field surveys. 
Low Potential to Occur onsite due to the presence of 
suitable habitat but failure to observe the species 
onsite during 16 focused botanical surveys, absence of 
CNDDB occurrence records onsite and lack of 
proximal CNDDB occurrence records. No further 
focused surveys recommended for this unlisted 
species. 

Ribes 
divaricatus var. 
parishii 
Parish’s 
Gooseberry 

Suitable habitat*: Willow thickets, coastal sage 
scrub, riparian woodland. Perennial shrub. 
Location*: Potential where habitat occurs. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB 
records in Newhall, Mint Canyon and ten 
surrounding USGS quads. 

February-April 

Fed: None  

CA: None 

CNPS: List 1B 

RED 3-3-3 

G4T1; S1.1 

Not Observed onsite during 24 focused 2005, 2004 
and 2003 botanical field surveys. 
Not Expected To Occur because this moderate sized 
perennial shrub would have been identifiable even 
when not flowering if present onsite. No Gooseberry 
of any species was observed onsite. Therefore no 
further surveys for this species are identified. 

Selaginella 
cinerascens 
Ashy Spike-
moss 

Suitable habitat*: Dry slopes on mesas in coastal 
sage scrub and chaparral. 

Location*: Potential where habitat occurs. 

CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No records in 
CNDDB Data Base. 

N/A 
(present and 
identifiable 
year-round) 

Fed: None  

CA: None  

CNPS: None 
(“considered but 
rejected: too 
common”) 

Not Observed onsite during 24 focused 2005, 2004 
and 2003 botanical field surveys. 
Low Potential to Occur onsite due to the presence of 
suitable habitat but failure to observe the species 
onsite during 16 focused botanical surveys, absence of 
CNDDB occurrence records onsite and lack of 
proximal CNDDB occurrence records. No further 
focused surveys recommended for this unlisted 
species. 

Senecio 
aphanactis 

Rayless 
Ragwort 

Suitable habitat*: Cismontane woodland, coastal 
scrub; 20-575 m (65.6-1,886 feet). 
Location*: Historic record. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: One CNDDB 
record in Newhall, CA, USGS quad, 3.01 miles SW 
of the center of VTTN 060258 (Occurrence # 4). 
This record is dated 1901. 

January-April 

Fed: None 

CA: None 

CNPS: List 2 

RED 3-2-1 

G3?; S1.2 

Not Observed onsite during seven March-April 2005 
and three March-April 2004 focused botanical field 
surveys. 
Low Potential to Occur onsite due to the presence of 
suitable habitat but failure to observe the species 
onsite during focused botanical surveys, absence of 
CNDDB occurrence records onsite and lack of 
proximal CNDDB occurrence records. No further 
focused surveys recommended for this unlisted 
species. 



 

 

Table 5 (continued): 
 

WILDLIFE 
SPECIES  

HABITAT AND DISTRIBUTION 
OF EACH SPECIES WITHIN PROPOSED SEA 

SURVEY 
PERIOD 

LISTING 
STATUS 

(Federal, State, 
CDFG) 

PRESENCE OR 
ABSENCE AND 
POTENTIAL TO 
OCCUR WITHIN 

THE STUDY AREA 
C. LISTED WILDLIFE SPECIES (12)    

Streptocephalus 
woottoni 
Riverside Fairy 
Shrimp 

Suitable habitat*: Vernal pools/swales. 
Location*: Golden Valley Ranch. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: One CNDDB record in Simi, Calif., USGS 
quad, 23.42 miles SW of the center of VTTN 060258 (Occurrence # 9). 

Wet Season: 
after pool/swale 

holds greater 
than 3 cm of 

standing water 
24 hours after a 

rain event. 

Fed: Endangered 
CA: None  
CDFG: None 
G1; S1 

Not Expected to Occur. 

No suitable habitat 
present onsite: vernal 
pools. 

Catostomus 
santaanae  
Santa Ana Sucker 

Suitable habitat*: Sand, rubble, boulder bottoms; cool, clear water; feed on algae. 
Location*: Santa Clara River. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: Five CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint 
Canyon and ten surrounding USGS quads; the closest is 7.51 miles W of the 
center of VTTN 060258 (Occurrence # 6). 

Year-round 

Fed: Threatened 
CA: None  
CDFG: CSC 
G1; S1 

Not Expected to Occur. 

No suitable habitat 
onsite: perennial water 
source. 

Gasterosteus 
aculeatus 
williamsoni 
Unarmored 
Threespine 
Stickleback 

Suitable habitat*: Fresh water rivers and streams in the L.A. basin; low flow 
areas. 
Location*: Common in Santa Clara River; Arrastre Creek. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: Six CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint Canyon 
and ten surrounding USGS quads; the closest is 1.23 miles SW of the center of 
VTTN 060258 (Occurrence # 10). 

Year-round 

Fed: Endangered 
CA: Endangered  
CDFG: Fully 
Protected 
G5T1; S1 

Not Expected to Occur. 

No suitable habitat 
onsite: perennial water 
source. 

Bufo californicus 
Arroyo Toad 

Suitable habitat*: Washes/streams, sandy banks, grown to willows, cottonwoods 
or sycamores; riparian habitats of semi-arid areas, small cobbly streambeds. 
Location*: One individual recorded along the Santa Clara River; San 
Francisquito Canyon; Castaic Creek (above dam). 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: Three CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint 
Canyon and ten surrounding USGS quads; the closest is 4.81 miles W of the 
center of VTTN 060258 (Occurrence # 29). 

March 15- 
July 1 

Fed: Endangered 
CA: None 
CDFG: CSC 
G2G3; S2S3 

Not Expected to Occur. 

Not Observed onsite 
during eight March-May 
2005, three March-April 
2004 and five June 2003 
focused wildlife field 
surveys. 

Rana aurora 
draytonii 
California Red-
legged Frog 

Suitable habitat*: Humid forests, woodlands, grasslands and stream sides, 
especially where cattails and other plants provide good cover. 
Location*: San Francisquito Canyon (USFS 1999). 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: One CNDDB record in Sleepy Valley, Calif., 
USGS quad, 18.08 miles NE of the center of VTTN 060258 (Occurrence # 167). 

March-August 

Fed: Threatened  
CA: None 
CDFG: CSC 
G4T2T3; S2S3 

Not Expected to Occur. 
Not Observed onsite 
during eight March-May 
2005,  three March-April 
2004 and nine June-
August 2003 focused 
wildlife field surveys. 



 

 

Table 5 (continued): 

WILDLIFE 
SPECIES  

HABITAT AND DISTRIBUTION 
OF EACH SPECIES WITHIN PROPOSED SEA 

SURVEY 
PERIOD 

LISTING 
STATUS 

(Federal, State, 
CDFG) 

PRESENCE OR 
ABSENCE AND 
POTENTIAL TO 
OCCUR WITHIN 

THE STUDY AREA 

Buteo swainsoni 
Swainson's Hawk 

Suitable habitat*: Plains, ranges, open hills, sparse trees. 
Location*: Occasional along Santa Clara River; Newhall (100 birds in 2000). 

CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint Canyon 
and ten surrounding USGS quads. 

September-
October;  

April-May 

Fed: Species of 
concern 
CA: Threatened 
CDFG: None 
G4; S2 

Not Expected to Occur. 

Not Observed onsite 
during seven April-May, 
2005, one April 2004 
and four September-
October 2003 focused 
wildlife field surveys. 

Coccyzus 
americanus 
occidentalis 
Western Yellow-
billed Cuckoo  

Suitable habitat*: Riverine woodlands, thickets, and farms. 
Location*: Record from Santa Clara River near Magic Mountain Park (Newhall 
Ranch; 1974).  
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: Two CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint 
Canyon and ten surrounding USGS quads; the closest is 10.58 miles S of the 
center of VTTN 060258 (Occurrence # 74). 

February-May 

Fed: Candidate 
CA: Endangered  
CDFG: None 
G5T2; S1 

Not Expected to Occur. 

Not Observed onsite 
during eight March-May 
2005 and three March-
April 2004 surveys. 
No suitable habitat 
present onsite. 

Empidonax traillii 
extimus 
Southwestern 
Willow Flycatcher 

Suitable habitat*: Low elevational sites: Riparian woodlands that contain water 
and low growing willow thickets. High elevational sites: Large, flat, wet 
meadows that contain patches of willow trees. 
Location*: One individual observed in mature riparian woodlands of Santa Clara 
River; nests near Lang, approx. 6 mi. E of Newhall. 

CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint Canyon 
and ten surrounding USGS quads. 

May 15-July 17 

Fed: None 
CA: Endangered 
CDFG: None 
G5; S1S2 

Not Expected to Occur. 

Not Observed onsite 
during one May 2005 
and six June-July 2003 
focused wildlife surveys. 
No suitable habitat 
present onsite. 

Falco peregrinus 
anatum 
American 
Peregrine Falcon 

Suitable habitat*: Coastal estuaries, open country, cliffs to coasts. 
Location*: Occasional/rare visitor. Federally delisted Aug. 1999. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint Canyon 
and ten surrounding USGS quads. 

Year-round  
(mostly active 

September-
March) 

Fed: Delisted 
(Species of 
concern) 
CA: Endangered 
CDFG: Sensitive 
G4T3; S2 

Not Expected to Occur. 

Not Observed onsite 
during one March 2005, 
two March 2004 and 
four September-October 
2003 focused wildlife 
field surveys. 



 

 

Table 5 (continued): 
 

WILDLIFE 
SPECIES  

HABITAT AND DISTRIBUTION 
OF EACH SPECIES WITHIN PROPOSED SEA 

SURVEY 
PERIOD 

LISTING 
STATUS 

(Federal, State, 
CDFG) 

PRESENCE OR 
ABSENCE AND 
POTENTIAL TO 
OCCUR WITHIN 

THE STUDY AREA 

Gymnogyps 
californianus 
California Condor 

Suitable habitat*: Montane and foothill regions; vast expanses of open savannah, 
grasslands, and chaparral, with cliffs, large trees, and snags. 
Location*: Recorded flying over agricultural fields and resting on ridges adjacent 
to S. end of Tesoro project. 

CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: One CNDDB record in Liebre Mtn., Calif., 
USGS quad, 17.47 miles NW of the center of VTTN 060258 (Occurrence # 8). 

Year-round 

Fed: Endangered 
CA: Endangered 
CDFG: Fully 
protected 
G1; S1 

Not Expected to 
Occur. 

Not Observed onsite 
during 24 March-May 
2005,  March-April 
2004 and June-
October 2003 focused 
wildlife field surveys. 

Polioptila 
californica  
California 
Gnatcatcher 

Suitable habitat*: Coastal sage scrub, below 2,500 feet, generally avoids steep 
slopes and dense vegetation for nesting. 
Location*: Oak Springs Canyon (1999); Plum Canyon (1999); Golden Valley 
Ranch (1996); Placerita Canyon (1970s); Vasquez Rancho Park (1970s). 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: Two CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint Canyon 
and ten surrounding USGS quads; the closest is 13.75 miles SE of the center of 
VTTN 060258 (Occurrence # 260). 

Year-round 

Fed: Threatened 

CA: None 

CDFG: CSC 

G3T2; S2 

ABSENT. 
Not Observed onsite 
during six protocol 
2005 surveys, nine 
protocol 2003 surveys 
or during any of the 24 
2005, 2004 and 2003 
surveys. 

Vireo bellii pusillus  

Least Bell’s Vireo 

Suitable habitat*: Perennial and intermittent streams with low, dense riparian scrub 
and riparian woodland habitats below 2,000 feet elevation; nests primarily in 
willows and forages in the riparian and occasionally in adjoining upland habitats. 
Location*: Small population recorded in Santa Clara River riparian woodland and 
scrub zone along the Ventura-LA county border; Castaic Creek at Santa Clara 
River. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: Four CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint Canyon 
and ten surrounding USGS quads; the closest is 7.16 miles W of the center of 
VTTN 060258 (Occurrence # 149). 

April 10- 
July 31 

Fed: Endangered  

CA: Endangered 

CDFG: None 

G5T2; S2 

Not Expected to 
Occur. 
Not Observed onsite 
during seven June-July 
2003 focused wildlife 
surveys. No suitable 
habitat present onsite. 



 

 

Table 5 (continued): 

WILDLIFE 
SPECIES  

HABITAT AND DISTRIBUTION 
OF EACH SPECIES WITHIN PROPOSED SEA 

SURVEY 
PERIOD 

LISTING 
STATUS 

(Federal, State, 
CDFG) 

PRESENCE OR 
ABSENCE AND 
POTENTIAL TO 
OCCUR WITHIN 

THE STUDY AREA 
D. UNLISTED SPECIAL-STATUS WILDLIFE SPECIES (45)    

Gila orcutti 
Arroyo Chub 

Suitable habitat*: Slow water sections of streams with mud or sand substrates. 
Location*: San Francisquito Creek, Soledad Rock Quarry project site in SEA 23. 

CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: Five CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint Canyon 
and ten surrounding USGS quads; the closest is 1.23 miles SW of the center of 
VTTN 060258 (Occurrence # 43).  

Year-round 

Fed: None  

CA: None  

CDFG: CSC 

G2; S2 

Not Expected to 
Occur. 
Not Observed onsite 
during 24 March-April 
2004 and June-
October 2003 focused 
wildlife surveys. 
No suitable habitat 
present onsite. 

Spea 
(=Scaphiopus) 
hammondii 

Western Spadefoot 

Suitable habitat*: Open areas in lowland grasslands, chaparral, and pine-oak 
woodlands, areas of sandy or gravelly soil in alluvial fans, washes, and floodplains. 
Location*: Tadpoles and toadlets observed near Via pond and a pond in middle 
Potero Canyon; Placerita Canyon; Sand Canyon. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: Six CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint Canyon 
and ten surrounding USGS quads; the closest is 3.63 miles W of the center of 
VTTN 060258 (Occurrence # 201). 

February-July 
(EMA, 1992) 

Fed: Species of 
Concern 

CA: None 

CDFG: CSC 

G3; S3 

PRESENT. 
Observed Onsite on 
June 28, 2003, but not 
in 2005 or 2004. 

Anniella pulchra 
pulchra 
Silvery Legless 
Lizard  

Suitable habitat*: Several habitats but especially in 
coastal dune, valley-foothill, chaparral, and coastal scrub habitats. 
Location*: Placerita Canyon; Sand Canyon; common in SEA. 

CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: One CNDDB record in Sunland, Calif., USGS 
quad, 14.08 miles SE of the center of VTTN 060258 (Occurrence # 15). 

Year-round 
(mostly active 
March-July) 

Fed: Species of 
Concern 

CA: None  

CDFG: CSC 

G3G4T3T4Q; S3 

Not Expected to 
Occur. 
Not Observed onsite 
during 24 March-May 
2005, March-April 
2004 and June-
October 2003 focused 
wildlife surveys. 

Aspidoscelis tigris 
stejnegeri 
Coastal Western 
Whiptail 

Suitable habitat*: Arid and semi-arid desert to open woodlands, where vegetation is 
sparse. 
Location*: Santa Clara River and San Francisquito Creek; common in SEA. 

CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: Two CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint Canyon 
and ten surrounding USGS quads; the closest is 20.21 miles SW (Occurrence # 12). 

Year-round 

(mostly active 
April-August) 

Fed: None 

CA: None 

CDFG: None 

G5T3T4; S2S3 

PRESENT. 

Observed Onsite on 
June 28, 2003. 
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WILDLIFE 
SPECIES  

HABITAT AND DISTRIBUTION 
OF EACH SPECIES WITHIN PROPOSED SEA 

SURVEY 
PERIOD 

LISTING 
STATUS 

(Federal, State, 
CDFG) 

PRESENCE OR 
ABSENCE AND 
POTENTIAL TO 
OCCUR WITHIN 

THE STUDY AREA 

Coleonyx 
variegatus abbotti 
San Diego Banded 
Gecko 

Suitable habitat*: Rocky tracts, canyon walls, and sand dunes in deserts and semi-
arid areas. 
Location*: Tick Canyon; tributary to the Santa Clara River. 

CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint Canyon 
and ten surrounding USGS quads. 

Year-round 
(mostly active 
April-August) 

Fed: None 

CA: None  

CDFG: None 

G5T3T4; S2S3 

Not Expected to 
Occur. 
Not Observed onsite 
during 24 March-April 
2004 and June-
October 2003 focused 
wildlife surveys. 

Diadophis 
punctatus 
modoestus 
San Bernardino 
Ring-neck Snake  

Suitable habitat*: Open, relatively rocky areas within valley-foothill, mixed 
chaparral, and annual grass habitats. 
Location*: Placerita Canyon; Santa Clara River. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint Canyon 
and ten surrounding USGS quads.  

Year-round 
(mostly active 
April-August) 

Fed: None 

CA: None 

CDFG: None 

G5T2T3; S2? 

Not Expected to 
Occur. 
Not Observed onsite 
during 24 March-April 
2004 and June-August 
2003 focused wildlife 
surveys. 

Emys (=Clemmys) 
marmorata pallida 
Southwestern Pond 
Turtle (SPT) 

Suitable habitat*: Ponds, marshes, rivers, streams, irrigation ditches. NOTE: No 
suitable SPT habitat was observed onsite during 24 field surveys performed in 
2003, 2004 and2005. 
Location*: Ben Canyon; Vasquez Rocks; one individual in the Santa Clara River, 
on the Newhall Ranch. 

CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: Eleven CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint 
Canyon and ten surrounding USGS quads; the location information for this species 
is suppressed. However, according to Ms. Dee Warenycia, a CNDDB biologist 
(Pers. Comm, January 20, 2005), the nearest state SPT occurrence record is off-site 
5± miles west of VTTN 060258 in the Newhall, Calif. USGS quadrangle.  

Year-round 
(mostly active 
April-August) 

Fed: Species of 
Concern 

CA: None 

CDFG: CSC 

G3G4T2T3; S2 

Not Expected to 
Occur. 
Not Observed onsite 
during 24 March-May 
2005, March-April 
2004 and June-August 
2003 focused wildlife 
surveys. No suitable 
habitat onsite. 

Lampropeltis 
zonata pulchra 
San Diego 
Mountain 
Kingsnake 

Suitable habitat*: Moist woods, coniferous forests, woodland and chaparral. 
Location*: Placerita Canyon; Sand Canyon. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint Canyon 
and ten surrounding USGS quads. 

Year-round 
(mostly active 
April-August) 

Fed: None 

CA: None 

CDFG: CSC 

G4G5; S1S2 

Not Expected to 
Occur. 
Not Observed onsite 
during 24 March-April 
2004 and June-
October 2003 focused 
wildlife surveys. 
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WILDLIFE 
SPECIES  

HABITAT AND DISTRIBUTION 
OF EACH SPECIES WITHIN PROPOSED SEA 

SURVEY 
PERIOD 

LISTING 
STATUS 

(Federal, State, 
CDFG) 

PRESENCE OR 
ABSENCE AND 

POTENTIAL TO OCCUR 
WITHIN THE STUDY 

AREA 

Phrynosoma 
coronatum 
blainvillei  
San Diego Coast 
Horned Lizard 

Suitable habitat*: Valley-foothill hardwood, conifer, and riparian habitats, pine-
cypress, juniper and annual grassland habitats below 6,000 feet, open country, 
especially sandy areas, washes, floodplains, and windblown deposits. 
Location*: Observed throughout San Francisquito Creek in various locations. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: Nineteen CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint 
Canyon and ten surrounding USGS quads; the closest is 3.01 miles SW of the 
center of VTTN 060258 (Occurrence # 145). 

Year-round 

(mostly active 
March-June) 

Fed: None 

CA: None 

CDFG: CSC 

G4T3T4; S2S3 

Not Expected to Occur. 
Not Observed onsite during 
24 March-May 2005, 
March-April 2004 and June-
October 2003 focused 
wildlife surveys. 

Phrynosoma 
coronatum 
frontale 
California 
Horned 
Lizard 

Suitable habitat*: Scrubland, grassland, coniferous forest, broad-leaf woodlands. 
Location*: One individual on Newhall Ranch property; common in SEA. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint Canyon 
and ten surrounding USGS quads. 

Year-round 

(mostly active 
March-June) 

Fed: None  

CA: None  

CDFG: CSC  

G4T3T4; S3S4 

Not Expected to Occur. 
Not Observed onsite during 
24 March-May 2005, 
March-April 2004 and June-
October 2003 focused 
wildlife surveys. 

Salvadora 
hexalepis 
virgultea 
Coast Patch-
nosed Snake 

Suitable habitat*: Found in coastal chaparral, desert scrub, washes, sandy flats, and 
rocky areas. Barren creosote bush desert flats. Sagebrush semi-deserts; sea level to 
7,000 feet. 
Location*: 3 mi. E of Acton; historically collected in Placerita, Sand, and Soledad 
canyons. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint Canyon 
and ten surrounding USGS quads. 

Year-round 

(mostly active 
April-August) 

Fed: None 
CA: None 
CDFG: CSC 
G5T3; S2S3 

Not Expected to Occur. 
Not Observed onsite during 
24 March-May 2005, 
March-April 2004 and June-
October 2003 focused 
wildlife surveys. 

Thamnophis 
hammondii 
Two-striped 
Garter Snake 

Suitable habitat*: Riparian and freshwater marshes with perennial water. 
Location*: Several records in upper Santa Clara River; Placerita Canyon; Sand 
Canyon. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: Five CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint Canyon 
and ten surrounding USGS quads; the closest is 5.24 miles E of the center of VTTN 
060258 (Occurrence # 43). 

Year-round 

(mostly active 
April-August) 

Fed: None 
CA: None 
CDFG: CSC 
G2G3; S2 

Not Observed onsite during 
24 March-May 2005, 
March-April 2004 and June-
October 2003 focused 
wildlife surveys. No 
perennial water sources 
onsite. 
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WILDLIFE 
SPECIES  

HABITAT AND DISTRIBUTION 
OF EACH SPECIES WITHIN PROPOSED SEA 

SURVEY 
PERIOD 

LISTING 
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(Federal, State, 
CDFG) 
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ABSENCE AND 

POTENTIAL TO OCCUR 
WITHIN THE STUDY 

AREA 

Accipiter cooperi 
Cooper's Hawk 

Suitable habitat*: Open woodlands especially riparian woodland. 
Location*: Santa Clara River nesting records; foraging over Newhall Ranch; 
San Francisquito Creek, common in SEA. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: One CNDDB record in Val Verde, Calif., 
USGS quad, 12.90 miles W of the center of VTTN 060258 (Occurrence # 43). 

Year-round 
(mostly active 

September-
October-
August) 

Fed: None 
CA: None 
CDFG: CSC  
G5; S3 

PRESENT. 
Observed Onsite on June 
21, 28, July 5 and September 
6, 2003. 

Accipiter striatus 
Sharp-shinned 
Hawk 

Suitable habitat*: Woodlands; forages over chaparral and other scrublands; 
prefers riparian habitats and N-facing slopes, with plucking perch sites. 
Location*: Common local migrant. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint 
Canyon and ten surrounding USGS quads. 

Winter 
(October -

April) 

Fed: None 
CA: None 
CDFG: CSC 
G5; S3 

Not Expected to Occur. 
Not Observed onsite during 
seven March-April 2005, one 
April  2004 and two October 
2003 focused wildlife 
surveys. 

Agelaius tricolor 
Tricolored 
Blackbird 

Suitable habitat*: Freshwater marshes and riparian scrub. 
Location*: Flocks of 20-50 individuals observed at two sites near SEA 23. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint 
Canyon and ten surrounding USGS quads. 

Year-round 
(mostly active 
February-June) 

Fed: Species of 
concern 
CA: None 
CDFG: CSC 
G2; S2 

Not Expected to Occur. 
Not Observed onsite during 
24 March-May 2005, March-
April 2004 and June-October 
2003 focused wildlife 
surveys. 

Aimophila ruficeps 
canescens 
Southern California 
Rufous-crowned 
Sparrow 

Suitable habitat*: Generally, steep, rocky areas within coastal sage scrub and 
chaparral, often with scattered bunches of grass; prefers relatively recently 
burned areas. 
Location*: Locally common. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint 
Canyon and ten surrounding USGS quads. 

Year-round 
(mostly active 
March-May) 

Fed: None  
CA: None 
CDFG: CSC 
G5T2T4; S2S3 

Not Expected to Occur. 
Not Observed onsite during 
24 March-May 2005, March-
April 2004 and June-October 
2003 focused wildlife 
surveys. 

Amphispiza belli 
belli  

Bell’s Sage 
Sparrow 

Suitable habitat*: Dense, dry chamise chaparral and 
coastal slopes of coastal sage scrub. 
Location*: Locally common. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint 
Canyon and ten surrounding USGS quads. 

Spring-
summer 

(mostly active 
March-May) 

Fed: Species of 
Concern 

CA: None 

CDFG: CSC 

G5T2T4; S2? 

PRESENT. 
Observed Onsite in 2005 
and 2003. 
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AND POTENTIAL TO 
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Aquila chrysaetos 
Golden Eagle 

Suitable habitat*: Mountains, deserts, and open country; prefer to forage 
over grasslands, deserts, savannahs and early successional stages of 
forest and shrub habitats. 
Location*: Occasional over eastern portion of SEA. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint 
Canyon and ten surrounding USGS quads. 

Year-round 
(mostly active 
March-May) 

Fed: None 

CA: None 

CDFG: CSC 

G5; S3 

Not Expected to Occur. 

Not Observed onsite during 
24 March-May 2005, March-
April 2004 and June-October 
2003 focused wildlife surveys. 

Asio otus  
Long-eared Owl 

Suitable habitat*: Riparian and live oak woodlands. 
Location*: Placerita, Sand Canyons. (nests), 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint 
Canyon and ten surrounding USGS quads. 

Year-round 
(mostly active 

October-March) 

Fed: None 

CA: None  

CNPS: CSC  

G5; S3 

Not Expected to Occur. 
Not Observed onsite during 
24 March-May 2005, March-
April 2004 and June-October 
2003 focused wildlife surveys. 

Athene cunicularia 

Burrowing Owl 

Suitable habitat*: Dry grasslands, desert habitats, open pinyon-juniper, 
ponderosa pine woodlands below 5,300 feet elevation; berms, ditches, 
and grasslands adjacent to rivers, agricultural, and scrub areas. 
Location*: Occasional visitor; no recent nests in Santa Clara Valley, 
probably nests in upland along Santa Clara River in E half of SEA. 

CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: One CNDDB record in Simi, Calif., 
USGS quad, 15.93 miles SW of the center of VTTN 060258 
(Occurrence # 85). 

Year-round 
resident in 

Southern CA 
(February 1-
August 31: 

nesting; 
December 1-

January: winter 
residents) 

Fed: Species of 
concern  

CA: None 

CDFG: CSC 

G4; S2 

Not Expected to Occur. 

Not Observed onsite during 
24 March-May 2005, March-
April 2004 and June-October 
2003 focused wildlife surveys. 

Buteo regalis 
Ferruginous Hawk 

Suitable habitat*: Rivers, lakes, and coasts; open tracts of sparse shrubs 
and grasslands, and agricultural areas during winter. 
Location*: Rare local migrant. 

CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint 
Canyon and ten surrounding USGS quads. 

Winter 
(November-

March) 

Fed: Species of 
concern 

CA: None 

CDFG: CSC 

G4; S3S4 

Not Expected to Occur. 

Not Observed onsite during 
one March 2005 and two 
March 2004 focused wildlife 
surveys. 

Chaetura vauxi 
Vaux’s swift 

Suitable habitat*: Redwood and douglas fir habitats. 
Location*: Common migrant. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint 
Canyon and ten surrounding USGS quads. 

Summer 
migrant. 

Fed: Species of 
concern  
CA: None 
CDFG: CSC 
G5; S3 

Not Expected to Occur. 
Not Observed onsite during 
nine June-August 2003 
focused wildlife surveys. No 
suitable habitat present onsite. 
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Circus cyaneus 
Northern Harrier 

Suitable habitat*: Coastal salt marshes, freshwater marshes, grasslands, and 
agricultural fields; occasionally forages over open desert and brushlands. 
Location*: Common local migrant; adjacent to SEA near Pico Canyon. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint 
Canyon and ten surrounding USGS quads. 

Winter 
(November-

March) 

Fed: None 
CA: None 
CDFG: CSC 
G5; S3 

Not Expected to Occur. 

Not Observed onsite during 
one March 2005 and two March 
2004 focused wildlife surveys. 

Dendroica 
petechia brewsteri 
Yellow Warbler 

Suitable habitat*: Riparian woodlands, montane chaparral, and mixed conifer 
habitats. 
Location*: Several pairs recorded nesting in Nat’l Forest near Francisquito 
Creek; occasionally nests along the Santa Clara River. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: One CNDDB record in Simi, Calif., USGS 
quad, 12.90 miles W of the center of VTTN 060258 (Occurrence # 63). 

Spring-
summer 

(mostly active 
in March-

May) 

Fed: None 
CA: None 
CDFG: CSC 
G5T3?; S2 

PRESENT. 

Observed Onsite on June 7 
and 14, 2003. 

Elanus leucurus 
White-tailed Kite 

Suitable habitat*: Grasslands with scattered trees, near marshes, along 
highways. 
Location*: nesting in woodlands along Santa Clara River, Live Oak Springs 
Canyon, Placerita Canyon; near Pico Canyon; common locally. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint 
Canyon and ten surrounding USGS quads. 

Year-round 
(mostly active 

February-
October) 

Fed: Species of 
concern 
CA: None 
CDFG: Fully 
protected 
G5; S3 

Not Expected to Occur. 
Not Observed onsite during 24 
March-May 2005, March-May 
2005, March-April 2004 and 
June-October 2003 focused 
wildlife surveys. 

Eremophila 
alpestris actia 
California Horned 
Lark 

Suitable habitat*: Open habitats, grasslands along the coast, deserts near sea 
level to alpine dwarf shrub habitat, uncommonly in coniferous and chaparral 
habitats. 
Location*: San Francisquito Creek; near Pico Canyon; common in SEA. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint 
Canyon and ten surrounding USGS quads. 

Year-round 
(mostly active 

March-
August) 

Fed: None 
CA: None 
CDFG: CSC 
G5T3; S3 

Not Expected to Occur. 

Not Observed onsite during 24 
March-May 2005, March-April 
2004 and June-October 2003 
focused wildlife surveys. 

Falco 
columbarius 
Merlin 

Suitable habitat*: Coastlines, wetlands, woodlands, agricultural fields, and 
grasslands. 
Location*: Occasional migrant. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint 
Canyon and ten surrounding USGS quads. 

Winter 
(October-

November) 

Fed: None 
CA: None 
CDFG: CSC 
G5; S3 

Not Expected to Occur. 
Not Observed onsite during 
two October 2003 focused 
wildlife surveys. 

Falco mexicanus 
Prairie Falcon 

Suitable habitat*: Grasslands, savannahs, rangeland, agricultural fields, and 
desert scrub; often uses sheltered cliff ledges for cover. 
Location*: Nests in upper Placerita Canyon. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint 
Canyon and ten surrounding USGS quads. 

Year-round 

Fed: None  
CA: None 
CDFG: CSC 
G5; S3 

Not Expected to Occur. 
Not Observed onsite during 24 
March-May 2005, March-April 
2004 and June-October 2003 
focused wildlife surveys. 
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Icteria virens 
Yellow-breasted Chat 

Suitable habitat*: Riparian woodlands with a thick understory. 
Location*: One individual recorded in San Francisquito Creek near 
the Santa Clara River. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: One CNDDB record in Val Verde, 
Calif., USGS quad, 12.90 miles W of the center of VTTN 060258 
(Occurrence # 43). 

Spring-summer 

(mostly active 
March-May) 

Fed: None 
CA: None 
CDFG: CSC 
G5; S3 

PRESENT. 
Observed Onsite on June 7, 
14, July 26, August 9, 23 and 
September 6, 2003. 

Ixobrychus exilis 
hesperis 
Western Least Bittern 

Suitable habitat*: Emergent wetlands of cattails and tules. 
Location*: Santa Clara River. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB records in Newhall, 
Mint Canyon and ten surrounding USGS quads. 

Year-round 
(most active May-

September) 

Fed: None 
CA: None 
CDFG: CSC 
G5; S1 

Not Expected to Occur. 
Not Observed onsite during 
24 March-May 2005, March-
April 2004 and June-October 
2003 focused wildlife surveys. 
No suitable habitat onsite. 

Lanius ludovicianus 
Loggerhead Shrike 

Suitable habitat*: Open habitats with scattered shrubs, trees, posts, 
fences, utility lines, or other perches. 
Location*: 4 pairs near agricultural fields/open chaparral near San 
Francisquito Creek; near Santa Clara River at County line; common 
locally in SEA. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB records in Newhall, 
Mint Canyon and ten surrounding USGS quads. 

Year-round 

Fed: Species of 
concern 
CA: None 
CDFG: CSC 
G4; S4 

PRESENT. 
Observed Onsite on June 28, 
July 5, 26 and August 9, 2003. 

Pandion haliaetus 
Osprey  

Suitable habitat*: Rivers, lakes, and coasts, mixed conifer. 
Location*: Potential where habitat occurs. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB records in Newhall, 
Mint Canyon and ten surrounding USGS quads. 

September-April 

Fed: None 
CA: None 
CDFG: CSC 
G5; S3 

Not Expected to Occur. 
Not Observed onsite during 
seven March-April 2005, three 
March-April 2004 and four 
September-October 2003 
focused wildlife surveys. No 
suitable habitat onsite. 

Piranga rubra 
Summer tanager 

Suitable habitat*: Cottonwood-willow woodland and riparian scrub. 
Location*: Santa Clara River near Lang. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB records in Newhall, 
Mint Canyon and ten surrounding USGS quads. 

Summer 

Fed: None 
CA: None 
CDFG: CSC 
G5; S2 

Not Expected to Occur. 
Not Observed onsite during 
nine June-August 2003 
focused wildlife surveys. 
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Antrozous pallidus  

Pallid Bat 

Suitable habitat*: Nests in dry, rocky habitats/caves, crevices in rocks, arid 
habitats including deserts, chaparral, and scrublands. 
Location*: Historic records in Santa Clara River watershed, Soledad Canyon, 
and Castaic Creek; common locally. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint Canyon 
and ten surrounding USGS quads. 

Year-round 
(most active 
spring-early 

fall) 

Fed: None 

CA: None 

CDFG: CSC 

G5; S3 

Not Expected to Occur 
due to the absence of 
suitable habitat onsite. 

Therefore, no focused 
nocturnal surveys were 
conducted. 

Bassariscus astutus  

Ringtail Cat 

Suitable habitat*: Mixture of forest and shrublands in close association with 
rocky areas or riparian habitats. 
Location*: Placerita Canyon; locally rare, but present throughout eastern half of 
SEA. 

CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No records in CNDDB DataBase. 

Year-round 

Fed: None  

CA: None 

CDFG: None  

 

Not Expected to Occur. 
Not Observed onsite 
during 24 March-May 
2005, March-April 2004 
and June-October 2003 
focused wildlife surveys. 

Corynorhinus 
townsendii pallescens 
Pale Big-eared Bat 

Suitable habitat*: Caves, tunnels, or other structures for roosting; vegetation and 
mesic edges for feeding; extremely sensitive to roosting site disturbance; 
maternity roosts in warm places. 
Location*: Multiple historic records in old mines along the Santa Clara River. 

CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint Canyon 
and ten surrounding USGS quads. 

Year-round 
(most active 
spring-early 

fall) 

Fed: Species of 
concern 

CA: None 

CDFG: CSC 

G4T4; S2S3 

Not Expected to Occur 
due to the absence of 
suitable habitat onsite. 

Therefore, no focused 
nocturnal surveys were 
conducted. 

Euderma maculatum 
Spotted Bat 

Suitable habitat*: Deserts, scrublands, chaparral, and coniferous woodlands. 
Location*: Mouth of Castaic Creek. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint Canyon 
and ten surrounding USGS quads. 

Year-round 
(most active 
spring-early 

fall) 

Fed: Species of 
concern 

CA: None 

CDFG: CSC 

G4; S2S3 

Not Expected to Occur 
due to the absence of 
suitable habitat onsite. 

Therefore, no focused 
nocturnal surveys were 
conducted. 
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Eumops perotis 
californicus 
Western Mastiff Bat 

Suitable habitat*: Primarily arid lowlands, especially deserts. Open, semi-
arid to arid habitats including conifer and deciduous woodlands, coastal 
scrub, annual and perennial grasslands, palm oases, chaparral, desert scrub, 
and urban. 
Location*: Rare locally, but present in SEA. 

CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint 
Canyon and ten surrounding USGS quads. 

Year-round 
(most active 
spring-early 

fall) 

Fed: Species of 
concern 

CA: None 

CDFG: CSC 

G5; S3? 

Not Expected to Occur due to 
the absence of suitable habitat 
onsite. 

Therefore, no focused nocturnal 
surveys were conducted. 

Lepus californicus 
bennettii 
San Diego Black-
tailed Jackrabbit 

Suitable habitat*: Open brushlands and scrub habitats between sea level 
and 4,000 feet elevation. 
Location*: Near San Francisquito Creek; common in SEA. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: One CNDDB record in Sunland, Calif., 
USGS quad, 13.78 miles SE of the center of VTTN 060258 (Occurrence # 
13). 

Year-round 

Fed: None 

CA: None 

CDFG: CSC 

G5T3; S3? 

Not Expected to Occur. 
Not Observed onsite during 24 
March-May 2005, March-April 
2004 and June-October 2003 
focused wildlife surveys. No 
suitable habitat onsite. 

Macrotus 
californicus 
California Leaf-nosed 
Bat 

Suitable habitat*: Desert riparian, desert wash, desert scrub, desert 
succulent shrub, alkali desert scrub, and palm oasis. Roosts in tunnels, 
caves and possible buildings and bridges. 
Location*: Becoming rare locally. 

CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint 
Canyon and ten surrounding USGS quads. 

Year-round 

Fed: None 

CA: None 

CDFG: CSC 

G4; S2S3 

Not Expected to Occur due to 
the absence of suitable habitat 
onsite. 

Therefore, no focused nocturnal 
surveys were conducted. 

Myotis thysanodes 
Fringed Myotis 

Suitable habitat*: Dry, rocky habitats/caves, crevices in rocks, arid habitats, 
chaparral. 
Location*: Potential where habitat occurs. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint 
Canyon and ten surrounding USGS quads. 

Year-round 

Fed: Species of 
concern 

CA: None 

CDFG: None 

G4G5; S4 

Not Expected to Occur due to 
the absence of suitable habitat 
onsite. 

Therefore, no focused nocturnal 
surveys were conducted. 

Myotis yumanensis 
Yuma Myotis 

Suitable habitat*: Open forests and woodlands with water are optimal but 
uses a variety of habitats. 
Location*: Potential where habitat occurs. 
CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint 
Canyon and ten surrounding USGS quads. 

Year-round 

Fed: Species of 
concern  

CA: None  

CDFG: None 

G5; S4? 

Not Expected to Occur due to 
the absence of suitable habitat 
onsite. 

Therefore, no focused nocturnal 
surveys were conducted. 
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Neotoma lepida 
intermedia 
San Diego Desert 
Woodrat 

Suitable habitat*: Chaparral, coastal sage scrub, and pinyon-juniper woodland. 

Location*: Adjacent to Santa Clara River, Newhall Ranch; common in SEA. 

CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: Four CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint 
Canyon and ten surrounding USGS quads; the closest is 6.37 miles S of the 
center of VTTN 060258 (Occurrence # 20). 

Year-round 

Fed: None 

CA: None 

CDFG: CSC 

G5T3?; S3? 

Not Expected to 
Occur. 
Not Observed onsite 
during 24 March-May 
2005, March-April 
2004 and June-
October 2003 focused 
wildlife surveys. 

Onychomys torridus 
ramona 
Southern 
Grasshopper Mouse 

Suitable habitat*: Grasslands, desert areas, especially scrub with friable soils. 

Location*: Soledad Canyon. 

CNDDB Records in the Vicinity: No CNDDB records in Newhall, Mint Canyon 
and ten surrounding USGS quads. 

Year-round 

Fed: Species of 
concern 

CA: None  

CDFG: CSC 

G5T3?; S3? 

Not Expected to 
Occur. 
Not Observed onsite 
during 24 March-May 
2005, March-April 
2004 and June-
October 2003 focused 
wildlife surveys. No 
suitable habitat onsite. 
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Short-joint Beavertail (SJB) 
• � No CNDDB records for Short-joint Beavertail occur within the study area.  
• � The closest CNDDB record for the Short-joint Beavertail is 2.37± miles southwesterly of the center 

of VTTN 060258 (Occurrence # 10). 
• � No Short-joint Beavertail was observed within the study area in 2005, 2004 or 2003. As Photo Plate 

No. 14 documents, the only beavertail cactus observed growing within the study area was the 
common, not sensitive Beavertail (Opuntia basilaris var. basilaris). 

Los Angeles Sunflower (LAS) 
• This unlisted, CNPS List 1A plant species, previously thought to be extirpated, was rediscovered in 

2002, “on a boggy bank along the (Santa Clara) river” (SPN, 2002).  
• No LAS are recorded onsite. The closest CNDDB record for the LAS is 6.4± miles westerly of the 

southwestern property corner.  
• No LAS were observed onsite during six August-October 2003 surveys conducted during the August-

October flowering period for the LAS. No boggy banks are present along the reach of Santa Clara 
River that passes through the southern portion of VTTN 060258. 

• Therefore, the LAS is not expected to occur onsite. 

B. LISTED AND UNLISTED SPECIAL-STATUS WILDLIFE SPECIES 
Findings Summary: 
• � No listed endangered or threatened wildlife species were identified within the boundaries of the study 

area during 24 focused and protocol wildlife species field surveys performed within the study area 
between March 25 and May 7, 2005, on March 14 and 26 and April 9, 2004 and between June 7 and 
October 17, 2003. 

• � Seven unlisted special-status species, the Western Spadefoot Toad, the Coastal Western Whiptail, the 
Cooper’s Hawk, the Loggerhead Shrike, the Yellow Warbler, the Yellow-breasted Chat and the 
Bell’s Sage Sparrow were observed within the study area (see Table 6). 

• � A complete list of the wildlife species identified within the study area is provided in the Appendix C 
Wildlife Compendium. 

As part of the 2005 BAR, Table 4 Sensitive Species and Habitat Types Recorded by the CNDDB in the 
Vicinity of the Study Area was prepared to identify which listed, and unlisted special-status wildlife 
species of concern, are recorded within a 2.0-mile radius of the study area. Table 4 was created using 
information obtained from an analysis of a 2005 CNDDB records search report and velum quadsheet 
overlay for the Mint Canyon, CA and Newhall, CA, USGS quadrangles (CDFG, 2005a, b, c, d). 

Table 4 provides the following information for each species: common and scientific name, habitat and 
distribution, activity period, state, federal and CDFG protection status, global and state ranking, and 
probability of occurrence within the study area. The probability of occurrence is based on such factors as 
the presence/absence of suitable habitat, the presence/absence of CNDDB records on, or in the immediate 
vicinity of the study area, the results of 2005, 2004 and 2003 focused wildlife surveys, etc. 

In addition to the sensitive species, recorded by the CNDDB in the vicinity of the study area, 57 sensitive 
wildlife species “occurring or potentially occurring within the proposed Santa Clara River SEA” (PFF, 
2000), were also searched for. The results of the search for the 57 species are provided on Table 5 of this 
report. 
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B-1. LISTED Wildlife Species 
• No CNDDB records for listed wildlife species occur within the boundaries of the study area.  
• One listed species, the Unarmored Threespine Stickleback, is recorded by the CNDDB 1.23± miles 

southwesterly from the center of VTTN 060258 (CDFG, 2005a, b, c, d). The potential for this species 
to occur within the study area is discussed in more detail below. In addition, the potential for the 
California Gnatcatcher to occur within the study area, is also discussed below. 

• No listed wildlife species were identified within the study area during 24 field surveys performed 
within the study area between March 25 and May 7, 2005, on March 14 and 26 and April 9, 2004 and 
between June 7 and October 17, 2003. 

• None of the twelve listed wildlife species identified as present or “potentially occurring” within the 
proposed Santa Clara River SEA (PFF, 2000) were observed within the study area. The potential for 
these species to occur within the study area are addressed in detail on Table 5. 

Unarmored Threespine Stickleback (UTS) 
• No suitable UTS habitat (weedy pools, backwaters with cool clear water and abundant vegetation) 

was observed within the study area during 2005, 2004 or 2003 surveys. Therefore, this species is not 
expected to occur within the study area and no impacts to UTS will occur. 

• State CNDDB record, Occurrence # 10, for the Unarmored Threespine Stickleback is present 1.23± 
miles southwesterly of the center of VTTN 060258 (CDFG, 2005a, b, c, d). This record is from 1999, 
in the Santa Clara River in an “isolated pool” with “no surface flow present.” 

California Gnatcatcher (CAGN) 
• No CAGN were observed within the boundaries of VTTN 060258 during six breeding season 

protocol surveys performed between March 25 and April 29, 2005. Similarly, none were observed 
during nine protocol CAGN surveys performed between June 7 and September 6, 2003 (TLC, 2005; 
TLC, 2003b). 

• The entire study area is located inside proposed and designated critical CAGN habitat (FWS, 2003; 
FWS, 2000). 

• No state CAGN occurrences are recorded within the study area. None are recorded within entire 
Newhall, CA and Mint Canyon, CA, USGS quadrangles (CNDDB, 2003a, b, c, d). 

• The nearest CNDDB record for the CAGN is 13.75 miles southeasterly of the center of VTTN 
060258 (Occurrence # 260). However, according to the County biologist, there are known CAGN 
occurrences in Mint Canyon and at the Copperhill Drive crossing of San Francisquito Creek 
(Decruyenaere, 2004, pers.comm.). 

• Based on the above data, the CAGN is determined to be absent from the study area. 
• The project site is located within both the designated CAGN critical habitat (FWS, 2000) and 

proposed (FWS, 2003) CAGN critical habitat. Therefore, since a 404 permit will be needed, a Section 
7 consultation with the US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) will be necessary. 

B-2. Unlisted special-status Wildlife Species 
• No CNDDB records for unlisted special-status wildlife species occur within the study area.  
• One unlisted species, the Arroyo Chub, is recorded by the CNDDB 1.23± miles southwesterly of the 

center of VTTN 060258 (CDFG, 2005a, b, c, d). This species is not expected to occur within the 
study area due to the complete absence of suitable habitat. 
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• Seven unlisted special-status wildlife species were identified within the study area in 2005, 2004 and 
2003: the Western Spadefoot, the Coastal Western Whiptail, the Cooper’s Hawk, the Loggerhead 
Shrike, the Yellow Warbler, the Yellow-breasted Chat and the Bell’s Sage Sparrow. Table 6 provides 
information regarding locations, numbers or nesting/breeding status for the seven special-status 
species observed onsite. 

NOTE: The presence of these seven unlisted special-status species must be addressed during 
preparation of the City’s EIR by Christopher A. Joseph & Associates. 

Western Spadefoot Toad 

• � Single Western Spadefoot was observed onsite on June 28, 2003, in mud cracks in an area that 
appears to pond during the rainy season, south of the existing fence. NOTE: The observation was 
made during the survey period (February-July) when the species would have been present and 
identifiable in Santa Clarita, California (EMP, 1992). NOTE: As documented in other literature 
sources, the Western Spadefoot Toad survey period can extend between January to August  
depending on rainfall. For example, see  
www.enature.com/fieldguide/showSpeciesFT.asp?fotogID=788&curPageNum=12&recnum=ar0539. 

• None were observed in 2005 or 2004 in the same area or anywhere onsite. 

Burrowing Owl (BO) 
• No CNDDB records for Burrowing Owl occur within the boundaries of the study area.  

• The closest CNDDB record for the Burrowing Owl is 15.93 miles southwesterly of the center of 
VTTN 060258 (Occurrence # 85). 

• No Burrowing Owl individuals, or nest burrows, were observed within the study area on any of the 24 
field surveys performed in 2005, 2004 and 2003. 

• Due to the presence of suitable BUOW habitat elements (grassland and vacant ground squirrel 
burrows), pre-construction BUOW survey will be necessary 30-days before issuance of a grading 
permits to ascertain the presence/absence of BUOW individuals. This survey is intended to prevent 
direct mortality to BUOW individuals, if any are present onsite at the start of construction activities. 

Table 6:  Seven Unlisted Special-status Species Observed Onsite 
 

Species Name Dates seen onsite Numbers 
observed 

Presumed 
Breeding Status 

Location 
Onsite 

Western Spadefoot  June 28, 2003 One Non-breeding See Figure 6 
Coastal Western 
Whiptail June 28, 2003 One Non-breeding See Figure 6 

Cooper’s Hawk June 21, 28, July 5, 26, September 6, 
2003 One Non-breeding See Figure 6 

Loggerhead Shrike June 28, July 5, 26, August 9, 2003 One Non-breeding See Figure 6 

Yellow Warbler March 25, April 1, 8, 2005, June 7, 
14, 2003 One Non-breeding See Figure 6 

Yellow-breasted Chat June 7, 14, July 26, August 9, 23, 
September 6, 2003 One Non-breeding See Figure 6 

Bell’s Sage Sparrow 
March 25, April 1, 8, 15 and 22, 
2005, June 7, 14, 21, 28, July 5, 26, 
August 9, 23, September 6, 2003 

One Non-breeding See Figure 6 
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C. SENSITIVE HABITAT TYPES 
• Two sensitive habitat types are recorded by the CNDDB within the study area: Southern Riparian 

Scrub (SRS) and Southern Willow Scrub (SWS). 
• Neither habitat type was identified within the study area. 
• Both Southern Riparian Scrub (CNDDB Occurrence # 56) and Southern Willow Scrub (CNDDB 

Occurrence # 41) are mapped in 1978, “from interpretation of 1978 aerial photos” and “need field 
verification of vegetation condition, composition” (CDFG, 2005a, b). That is, Southern Cottonwood-
Willow Riparian Forest, actually growing onsite, was mistakenly identified as SWS and SRS.  

The only riparian habitat present within the study area in 2005, 2004 and 2003 is the Southern 
Cottonwood-Willow Riparian Forest (SCWRF) along the Drainage Complex C (VCS, 2003), north of the 
northern bank of Santa Clara River, in the southern portion of within the study area (see Figure 4 of this 
report). The SCWRF habitat type is also correctly illustrated on Generalized Vegetation Map (Exhibit 
OS-1) of the General Plan of the City of Santa Clarita (City, 1991). 

This habitat type is considered sensitive by the CNDDB. Since development impacts are proposed to this 
habitat, mitigation for the loss of 2.44± acres of SCWRF will be necessary. 

In addition to the SCWRF, 100.07± acres of Buckwheat Scrub, a sub-association of Riversidean Sage 
Scrub, was identified onsite. Development of the property will result in removal of 85.30± acres of this 
habitat. Therefore, mitigation for loss of 85.30± acres of Coastal Sage Scrub will be necessary. 

NOTE: Although, Holly-leaf Cherry is a common plant in the onsite Chaparral habitat, no Mainland 
Cherry Forest Habitat is present onsite for the reasons listed below. 

1. As described in Sawyer and Keeler-Wolf (1995, page 339), Hollyleaf Cherry Stands, which 
is the equivalent of Holland’s Mainland Cherry Forest, is solely dominated by Hollyleaf 
Cherry or Lyon Cherry, with shrub layer absent. Although, Hollyleaf Cherry occur onsite 
they do not dominate within the Chaparral habitat and they are subtended by a dense 
shrub understory (see Photo Plate No. 7d).  

2. No CNDDB records for the Mainland Cherry Forest are present onsite. The nearest record is 
5± miles northwesterly of the northwestern corner of the property. All three records on the 
CNDDB were last seen in 1935 and considered “extirpated” (CDFG, 2005a, b, c, d). 
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V. IMPACTS 
A. THRESHOLDS FOR DETERMINING SIGNIFICANCE 
The following analysis was conducted in accordance with guidelines of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA), Appendix G criteria for threshold of significance. A specific criterion that applies to 
the removal of existing non-significant vegetational habitat is listed below. The CEQA defines 
significant effect upon the vegetational habitat, and associated locally common wildlife species, in the 
following manner. That is, effects are significant if they result in the following actions. 

• Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, on any species 
listed as threatened or endangered, or identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in 
local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Game or 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

• Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community 
identified in local or regional plans, policies, regulations or by the California Department of Fish and 
Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

• Have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act (including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct 
removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other means. 

• Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species 
or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native 
wildlife nursery sites.  

• Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a tree 
preservation policy or ordinance. 

• Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community 
Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan. 

B. DIRECT PROJECT IMPACTS 
B-1. Impacts to Threatened, Rare, Endangered or Unique PLANT Species 
Development of VTTN 060258, and construction of three associated off-site roadways [Streets “A” and 
“B” and Golden Valley Road] (study area), will not reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or 
endangered plant species for the following reasons. 
• No CNDDB records for listed threatened or endangered, or unlisted special-status plant species occur 

within the boundaries of the study area.  
• No CNDDB records for listed threatened or endangered, or unlisted special-status plant species occur 

within the 2.0-mile radius of the study area.  
• No listed or unlisted special-status plant species were identified within the study area during twenty-

four (24) 2005, 2004 and 2003 field surveys. 
Finding: 
• Implementation of the project proposed by VTTN 060258 will not directly impact listed, or unlisted 

special-status plant species, because none were observed within the study area during twenty-four 
(24) 2005, 2004 and 2003 field surveys. That is, development of the study area will not reduce the 
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number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or wildlife because none are recorded 
within the study area by the CNDDB or identified during 24 field 2005, 2004 and 2003 surveys. 

B-2. Impacts to Threatened, Rare, Endangered or Unique WILDLIFE Species 

Findings: 

• No listed threatened or endangered wildlife species were identified within the study area during 
twenty-four (24) 2005, 2004 and 2003 field surveys. Therefore, development of the study area will 
not substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species or cause a fish or wildlife population 
to drop below self-sustaining levels. 

• � Loss of potential raptor foraging habitat, Non-native Grassland, Buckwheat Scrub and RUE with 
rodents, will be considered a significant under the CEQA. 

• Development of the study area will result in significant impact to locally common and abundant 
natural Chaparral, Non-native Grassland, Buckwheat Scrub and Southern Cottonwood-Willow 
Riparian Forest habitat occupied by seven unlisted special-status species: the Western Spadefoot 
Toad, the Coastal Western Whiptail, the Cooper’s Hawk, the Loggerhead Shrike, the Yellow 
Warbler, the Yellow-breasted Chat and the Bell’s Sage Sparrow. The presence of the seven unlisted 
special-status wildlife species within the study area must be addressed in the City’s EIR being 
prepared by Christopher A. Joseph & Associates. The loss of habitat occupied by unlisted special-
status wildlife species will be considered significant under the CEQA. 

• � Preparation of the site for construction would involve removal of 81.13± acres (32.16%) of the 
existing natural plant habitat and disturbed habitats, and subsequently covering of these areas with 
residential development structures, landscaping, streets, driveways, etc. Furthermore, development 
preparation activities will result in the immediate mortality of small or slow moving animals, 
especially those inhabiting subterranean burrows. The potential mortality of a large number of small 
animals has several consequences: (1) a reduction in the prey base for larger predators; (2) increased 
pressure on surviving wildlife populations in the adjacent open space areas to absorb individuals that 
seek to escape mortality by fleeing the study area; (3) decline in genetic diversity; and (4) reduction 
in individuals available to recolonize adjacent off-site areas following off-site disturbances such as 
wildfires. However, these impacts would not be considered a significant impact to wildlife under the 
CEQA because they will not threaten to eliminate a wildlife habitat.  

B-3. Impacts to Plant Communities (Habitat and Non-habitat Vegetational Types) 
Findings: 
• Removal of 2.44± acres of sensitive Southern Cottonwood-Willow Riparian Forest and 85.30± acres 

of Buckwheat Scrub, a sub-association of sensitive Coastal Sage Scrub habitat, will be considered 
significant under the CEQA. 

• Implementation of land use plan proposed by VTTN 060258 will involve removal of 171.10± acres 
(68%) of existing vegetation. Although, this will not substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or 
wildlife species, will not cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels and 
will not threaten to eliminate a plant or wildlife community (habitat) in Los Angeles County, 
California, it will contribute to cumulative loss of raptor foraging habitat and Buckwheat Scrub, 
Chaparral, Non-native Grassland and Riparian habitat types in the City of Santa Clarita and in Los 
Angeles County, California. The cumulative loss of habitat will be considered significant under the 
CEQA. 
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• � The project site is located within both the designated CAGN critical habitat (FWS, 2000) and 
proposed (FWS, 2003) CAGN critical habitat. Therefore, since a 404 permit will be needed, a Section 
7 consultation with the US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) will be necessary. 

Table 7 presents an estimate of the acreages and percentage of the vegetational types to be removed and 
left in an undeveloped open space. 

NOTE: If the grading plans change, the acreages to be impacted and to be preserved after “build-out” of 
VTTN 060258, could change. 

Table 7: Acreage and Percentage of Vegetational Communities to be Removed 

Vegetational Types Total 
Acres 

Acres to be 
Removed/Disturbed 

Acres to be 
Retained 

Buckwheat Scrub habitat  100.07± 85.30±  14.77±  

Chamise Chaparral habitat  85.18± 53.13±  32.05±  

Non-native Grassland habitat 18.42± 10.81±  7.61±  

Southern Cottonwood-Willow Riparian Forest  3.09±* 2.44±*  0.65±  

Residential/Urban/Exotic disturbed habitat 34.11± 26.64±  7.47±  

Actively Scoured Santa Clara River bottom 9.95± * 0.0 9.95±  

Individual Oak trees (not Oak Woodland) 0.11± 0.01± 0.10± 

TOTAL: 250.93±** 178.33± 72.6± 

* = The acres of Southern Cottonwood-Willow Riparian Forest and Santa Clara River were identified 
in the jurisdictional delineation report prepared by Vandermost Consulting Services, Inc. 

** = Total of VTTN 060258 (246± acres) + off-site roadways (4.93± acres). 

B-4. Impacts to State and Federal Jurisdictional Elements 
A jurisdictional delineation was performed within the 250± acre VTTN 060258 by Vandermost 
Consulting Services, Inc. (VCS, 2003; VCS, 2005). Based on the VCS delineation results, the tract 
contains  
(a) 11.69 acres Corps jurisdictional waters, “of which 0.33 acre is man-made wetland waters and 11.36 
acres are ephemeral waters” and  
(b) 16.74 acres of CDFG jurisdictional waters, including 3.09 acres of riparian habitat. 

Total impacts to state and federal jurisdiction included impacts to 
• � 1.23 acres of Corps jurisdiction (0.93 acres of the onsite impacts and 0.30 acres of the off-site 

impacts) and 
• � 4.71 acres of CDFG jurisdiction (3.92 acres of the onsite impacts and 0.79 acres of the off-site 

impacts) 
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B-5. Impacts to Wildlife Movement Corridors (WMC) 
VTTN 060258 supports two types of wildlife movement corridors: short-term corridors that begin and 
end within the project boundaries (e.g. game trails, hiking trails, etc.) and long-term corridors that are 
connected to off-site naturally vegetated habitat areas. 

The largest available open space reserve that could be involved in wildlife movement/exchanges with 
VTTN 060258 along long-term corridors are disjunct portions of the Angeles National Forest to the south 
and north. 

The portion of the Angeles National Forest 3.3± miles to the south is separated from VTTN 060258 by a 
commercial development south of the study area, Soledad Canyon Road and the Antelope Valley 
Freeway (Hwy. 14). The portion of the Angeles National Forest 2.7± miles to the north is separated by a 
vacant land, residential development and Bouquet Canyon Road. Therefore, movement between the 
disjunct portions of the Angeles National Forest are presently very constrained. 

An analysis of the current land uses and existing geography/topography showed that the few constrained 
opportunities for wildlife movement primarily occur to the north and to the west of VTTN 060258. 
Movement easterly and southerly is restricted by an existing residential development and 
commercial/industrial uses. Consequently, the only opportunity for the movement of wildlife on and off 
VTTN 060258 along the constrained long-term corridors is to the north and west along the southwest-
northeast oriented canyon: Drainage complex B (VCS, 2003). 

Presently, wildlife move onto and across VTTN 060258 via long-term corridors from the north and west 
and along Santa Clara River and its tributaries. Movement of wildlife species onto and across the study 
area has resulted in development of a relatively diverse wildlife population within the study area. 
Theoretically, post-development wildlife movement and wildlife populations diversity in open space lots 
will be maintained if they remain interconnected to off-site undeveloped lands in a way that allows 
relatively unrestricted movement of individuals and the unimpeded exchange of genetic information 
between on and off-site open space areas. However, this is an unlikely scenario since the property north 
of VTTN 060258 is being developed by SunCal. Completion of the SunCal project will further constrain 
wildlife movement between the disjunct portions of the National Forest. 

Finding: 
• Although development of the study area will further constrain wildlife movement between the 

disjunct already constrained portions of the Angeles National Forest, and along the long-term wildlife 
movement corridors of the study area, it will not interfere substantially with the movement of any 
resident or migrating fish or wildlife. 

C. INDIRECT PROJECT IMPACTS 
A range of incidental effects, generally referred to as “edge effects,” could potentially indirectly impact 
plants and wildlife along the development interface with any native vegetation remaining outside the 
boundaries of the property to the south, east and northwest. Typical “edge effects” resulting from human 
activities near natural, undeveloped open space areas include:  

• human related disturbance (e.g., hiking, pet walking, illegal dumping of landscape clipping, etc.), 

• facility lighting (e.g., street lights, residential porch and security lightning, pool lightning, etc.), 
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• an in-flux of non-native invasive plant and pet species from the development proposed by VTTN 
060258 into the surrounding open space area and off-site natural habitat, etc., and 

• increased runoff and pollutants. 

Finding: 
• Implementation of the land use plan proposed by VTTN 060258 will result in significant indirect 

impacts as defined under the CEQA. 

D. CUMULATIVE PROJECT IMPACTS 
Within the State CEQA Guidelines, §15065, subd. (c), mandatory findings of significance are required 
when “the project has possible environmental effects which are individually limited but cumulatively 
considerable.” CEQA defines “cumulatively considerable”, as, “the incremental effects of an individual 
project are considerable when viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the effects of other 
current projects and the effects of probable future projects.” 

Finding: 
• � The loss of naturally vegetated open space (not occupied by listed threatened or endangered species) 

and raptor foraging habitat due to implementation of the project proposed by VTTN 060258, will 
significantly add to the cumulative impacts on the diminishing biological resources of the 
surrounding local vicinity.  
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VI. MITIGATION RECOMMENDATIONS 
A. DIRECT IMPACTS 
A-1. Impacts to Plant and Wildlife Species and Habitat Types 
Loss of habitat for plant and wildlife species from the study area cannot be mitigated. However, as shown 
on the site map (SIKAND, 2004), 76.2± acres will be left as undisturbed Natural Open Space Lot Nos. 
116-123. The habitat of the undisturbed open space lots are the same habitat types that vegetate the 
surrounding off-site open space lands north, west and south of the study area. Open Space Lots shall be 
deed restricted from future development and managed in accordance with an Open Space Management 
Plan (OSMP) as a natural reserve in perpetuity. The OSMP must be developed by a qualified biologist. 
The OSMP will be (1) in effect for the life of the project and (2) incorporated into the Covenants, Codes 
and Regulations (CC&Rs) for the tract. The OSMP will contain at least the following elements:  
• Goals and Objectives 
• Permitted and Prohibited Uses 
• Program for Prescribed Burns  
• Biological Monitoring Protocols and Reports  
• Sensitive Species and Habitats Management  
• Exotic Plant and Animal Management  
• Habitat Restoration including California Junipers 
• Permitted and Prohibited Uses  
• Plan Implementation Schedule  
• Responsible Parties  
• Funding  
• Enforcement and Penalties  
• Trespass Remediation  
• Contingencies  
• Plan Update  

A-2. Impacts to Federal and State Jurisdictional Elements 
Implementation of the land use plan proposed by VTTN 060258 and construction of the three off-site 
roadways (Streets “A” and “B” and Golden Valley Road) will result in filling of state and federal 
jurisdictional waters and riparian vegetation. The following regulatory approvals will be required to 
authorize the removal of the jurisdictional elements. 
• California Regional Water Quality Control 401 certification. 
• US Army Corps of Engineers Individual 404 Permit. 
• California Department of Fish and Game 1602 Streambed Alteration Agreement. 

Mitigation for filling of jurisdictional waters and removal of riparian habitat, in the form of “Conditions 
of permit issuance” (conditions), attached to the agency approvals, will be required by the state and 
federal agencies issuing the regulatory approvals listed above. 

It is not possible to predict what mitigation measures will be required. However, they will be specified in 
the mandatory “conditions” that will accompany the required agency issued regulatory approvals: 401, 
404 and 1602. Failure to comply with the agency required mitigation “conditions” could result in 
withdrawal of the project’s state and/or federal regulatory approvals.  
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B. INDIRECT IMPACTS 

B-1. Human-related Disturbances 
• Owners of residences and visitors shall be notified in writing in their residential purchase contract 

that access to Open Space Lots is prohibited, except along approved trails and via designated access 
points. Pedestrians and bicycles must remain on approved trails. 

• The following additional open space activities/uses are also prohibited: motorized vehicles; nighttime 
use of approved trails; possession of firearms including air or gas propelled weapons (e.g., paintball 
guns), slings and sling-shots; collection or possession of native plants or wildlife, or engaging in 
activity to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, poison, capture or collect wildlife; 
smoking or the use of fire; unauthorized trail construction; removal, defacement or damage to natural 
features. 

• Rules and restrictions shall be included in CC&Rs regarding mitigation measures mentioned above. 
New residents must sign a statement that they understand and agree with mitigation measures 
mentioned above prior to purchase and “move-in.” 

B-2. Facility Lightning 
• A facility lightning plan should be developed to reduce light impacts on the undeveloped open space 

areas and off-site to the west, south and southeast of VTTN 060258. 

B-3. Introduction of Non-native Invasive Plants and Pets 
• All development landscaping shall be planted with non-invasive plant species, preferably species 

native to the study area and the surrounding local vicinity (refer to the list of native plant species in 
the Floral Compendium, Appendix B). Exotic plant species listed by the California Invasive Plant 
Council [formerly California Exotic Plant Pest Council] (http://www.caleppc.org) as noxious weeds 
shall be prohibited for use as landscaping material. 

• Control of exotic plants shall be addressed in the OSMP called for above, and implemented per the 
specifications identified therein. 

• Owners of residences in the residential development area shall be informed that dogs and cats are not 
allowed in open space areas.  

• Signs shall be erected at designated access points to open space lots informing pet owners that the 
pets are prohibited in natural open space area. 

• Residents should be told that loss of pets to native predators is highly likely, unless (an even if) pets 
are contained on their owners' property (a number of mammalian predators can jump over residential 
fences). Such pet losses shall not result in the proposal or implementation of actions to control native 
predators by the residents through an HOA if one exists, or by the City. New residents must sign a 
statement that they understand and agree with this condition prior to purchase and “move-in.” 

• Trapping, shooting, or poisoning of native predators such as coyotes or bobcats will be prohibited 
except by duly authorized state or county fish and game or animal control officers.  

C. CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 
It may not be possible to reduce the significance of potential cumulative impacts to less than significant. 
In that case, the City may need to consider making a “finding of overriding consideration.” 
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VII. CERTIFICATION 
I hereby certify that the statements furnished above, and in the attached exhibits, present the data and 
information required for this biological survey, and that the facts, statements and information present 
herein are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 
 
 

DATE:  07-16-05  SIGNED:  
 Report Author 
 Thomas A. Leslie, B.S./M.S. 
 Los Angeles County Consulting Biologist 

 

1. Fieldwork Performed By:  

 
Thomas A. Leslie, B.S./M.S.  

  
 

2. Fieldwork Performed By:  

 
Nadya V. Leslie, M.S.  

 

3. Fieldwork Performed By:  

 
Gilberto B. Ruiz, M.A. 

 
  



 

SYNERGY-061605-BAR 56 TLC 

VIII. REFERENCES CITED, REFERENCES NOT CITED BUT RELEVANT, AND 
PERSONAL CONTACTS  

Baldwin, B., et al., Editors, 2002, The Jepson Desert Manual. 

California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG), April 6, 2005a, Natural Diversity Data Base 
(CNDDB) Rare Find Record Search Results for the 1995 Mint Canyon, CA, USGS 7.5 Minute 
Topographic Quadrangle. 

California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG), June 7, 2005b, Natural Diversity Data Base (CNDDB) 
Rare Find Record Search Results for the 1995 Newhall, CA, USGS 7.5 Minute Topographic 
Quadrangle. 

California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG), January 31, 2005c, Natural Diversity Data Base 
(CNDDB) Quadrangle Velum Overlay Map No. 34118D4 for the 1995 Mint Canyon, CA, USGS 
7.5 Minute Topographic Quadrangle. 

California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG), January 31, 2005d, Natural Diversity Data Base 
(CNDDB) Quadrangle Velum Overlay Map No. 34118D3 for the 1995 Newhall, CA, USGS 7.5 
Minute Topographic Quadrangle. 

California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG), August 2004, Special Animals. 

California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG), May 8, 2000, Guidelines for Assessing the Effects of 
Proposed Projects on Rare, Threatened, and Endangered Plants and Natural Communities. 

California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG), September 2003, List of California Terrestrial Natural 
Communities Recognized by the California Natural Diversity Database. 

California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG), February 4, 1998, Non-Game Heritage Program, 
Endangered Plant Program: How to Read Natural Diversity Data Base Reports.  

California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG), February 1991 (Revised April 1998), Mitigation 
Guidelines Regarding Impacts to Rare, Threatened, and Endangered Plants.  

California Invasive Plant Council (formerly California Exotic Plant Pest Council): 
http://www.caleppc.org/ 

California Native Plant Society (CNPS), August 2001, Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants of 
California, 6th edition. 

City of Santa Clarita, June 26, 1991, General Plan. 

Clarke, Herbert, 1989, An Introduction to Southern California Birds, Mountain Press Publish. Co., 
Missouri, MT.  

County of Los Angeles, Department of Regional Planning, November 2002, Biota Report Guidelines. 

Decruyenaere Joseph, County of Los Angeles, Personal Communication Regarding California 
Gnatcatcher (Polioptila californica) locations that are not recorded in the CNDDB.  

England and Nelson Environmental Consultants (ENEC), 1976, Los Angeles County Significant 
Ecological Area Study. 



 

SYNERGY-061605-BAR 57 TLC 

Gapper, Nathan, Assistant Planner I, City of Santa Clarita, June 30, 2003, Personal Communication 
During Meeting at the City Offices. 

Glenn Lukos Associates (GLA), November 6, 2004, Revised November 20, 2004, Mr. Tony Bomkamp’s 
Review of Biological Assessment and Jurisdictional Delineation for Tentative Tract No. 060258 
and Associated Roadway Improvements, Santa Clarita, California. 

Hickman, J.C. Ed, 1996 (3rd Edition), The Jepson Manual: Higher Plants of California, University of 
California Press, Ltd., Berkeley and Los Angeles, California. 

Hogue, C., 1993, Insects of the Los Angeles Basin; Second Edition, Natural History Museum of Los 
Angeles County. 

Holland, R. F., October 1986, State of California, the Resources Agency, California Department of Fish 
and Game: Preliminary Descriptions of the Terrestrial Natural Communities of California. 

Jameson, E. And H. Peeters, 1989, California Mammals, University of California Press, Los Angeles. 

Jennings, M., Hayes, M., November 1, 1994, Amphibian and Reptile Species of Special Concern in 
California, California Department of Fish and Game. 

Munz, P.A., 1974, A Flora of Southern California, University of California Press. 

Orange County, June 1992,  Environmental Management Project (EMP), Species of special interest, 
Natural Resources Geographic Information System (GIS). NOTE: As documented in other 
literature sources, the Western Spadefoot Toad survey period can extend between January to 
August  depending on rainfall. For example, see  
www.enature.com/fieldguide/showSpeciesFT.asp?fotogID=788&curPageNum=12&recnum=ar05
39. 

PCR Services Corporation, Frank Hovore & Associates and FORMA Systems (PFF), November 2000, 
Biological Resources Assessment of the Proposed Santa Clara River Significant Ecological Area. 

Peterson, Roger T, 1990, A Field Guide to Western Birds, Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, 432 
Page. 

Powell, J., C. Hogue, 1979, California Insects, University of California Press. 

Robbins, C.S., B. Bruun, H.S., Zim, 2001, Birds of North America, Western Publishing Company, 
Racine, Wisconsin. 

Roberts, F., 1995, Illustrated Guide to the Oaks of the Southern Californian Floristic Province. 

Santa Paula News (SPN), October 9, 2002, SC River Full of Surprises as Another Extinct Flower Found 
on Newhall Ranch, http://www.geocities.com/Yosemite/Gorge/5604/lasunflowerpaulanews.htm. 

SIKAND Engineering, Planning, Surveying, December 14, 2004, 1 Inch = 100 Feet Scale Map: Vesting 
Tentative Tract No. 060258, in the City of Santa Clarita, State of California. 

Stebbins, R. C., 1985, A Field Guide to Western Reptiles and Amphibians. Houghton Mifflin, Boston. 

Thomas Guide 2003 Los Angeles and Ventura Counties Street Guide and Directory, Detail Map Page 
4461, Coordinates C-6, D-6, C-7 and D-7 and Detail Map Page 4551, Coordinates C-1, C-2 and 
D-1. 

Thomas Leslie Corporation (TLC), June 7 , 2005a, Results of Protocol California Gnatcatcher Surveys. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX A 
 

 

 

2004 
VESTING TENTATIVE 

TRACT  
NO. 060258 

 
 
 

SANTA CLARITA, CALIFORNIA 



 

 

 
 
 
 

The Tentative Tract maps was not included 
in the June 16, 2005 Biological Assessment 

Report since according to SYNERGY, 
copies of the “tract map has already been 

submitted to the City.” 



 

 

 

 

APPENDIX B 
 

2005 
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FOR  
The Biological Assessment Study Area: 

(1) Vesting Tentative Tract No. 060258 (VTTN 060258). 

(2) Three off-site roadways: Streets “A” & “B” & Golden Valley Road. 

(3) A 200-foot wide “strip” around the boundaries of VTTN 060258 and 
Streets “A” and “B” and a 200-foot wide “strip” along the alignment of 

Golden Valley Road. 
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INTRODUCTION 
The Appendix B Floral Compendium (FC) provides a summary of the types of plants identified within the 
boundaries of the biological assessment study area. It was compiled using the results of the following 24 field 
surveys (see Table 3): 
• 8 surveys: March 25, April 1, 8, 9, 15, 22 and 29 and May 7, 2005 
• 3 surveys: March 14 and 26 and April 9, 2004 
• 5 surveys: June 7, 14, 21, 28 and 29, 2003 
• 2 surveys: July 5 and 26, 2003 
• 2 surveys: August 9 and 23, 2003 
• 2 surveys: September 6 and 27, 2003 
• 2 surveys: October 11 and 17, 2003 
The FC was compiled to inventory botanical resources within the study area and to determine the presence or 
absence of sensitive plant species, present and identifiable at the time the surveys were conducted. It only lists 
those plant species actually identified within the boundaries of the study area during the 24 field surveys identified 
above. It does not include a list of “expected but not observed” species. The FC was compiled by TLC biologists 
Thomas A. Leslie, Nadya V. Leslie and Gilberto B. Ruiz. 

The Floral Compendium is comprised of five (5) columns.  

COLUMN 1.  NON-NATIVE: Each non-native plant type observed and identified during the twenty-four (24) 
2005, 2004 and 2003 botanical field surveys is indicated by an “X”. The presumed origins of plant species follow 
those listed in Hickman (1993) and Munz (1974). 

• 36 non-native plant types were identified within the study area. Buckwheat Scrub, Chaparral and Southern 
Cottonwood-Willow Riparian Forest habitats were dominated by native plants; Non-native Grassland habitat 
and Residential/Urban/Exotic vegetational association were dominated by non-natives.  

COLUMN 2. SCIENTIFIC NAMES: All plant species observed within the biological study area, during the 
twenty-four (24) 2005, 2004 and 2003 botanical field surveys, were identified to scientific family, genus and 
species names whenever possible. The floral taxonomy used in Appendix B follows the third edition of Hickman 
(1996). Families are listed in alphabetical order in accordance with Hickman (1996); within each family, the genus 
and species names are alphabetically arranged. 

COLUMN 3. COMMON NAMES: Common names may vary among biologists, published botanical literature 
and regions, but scientific names are “universal.” Whenever possible, Jepson manual common names were given 
precedent (Hickman, 1996). When no common name was provided in Jepson, common names listed in Munz 
(1974) or other available, southern California botanical literature were used. The total number of plant types 
identified within the biological study area (150) is indicated in parentheses at the head of this column. 

COLUMN 4. FLOWERING: The “F”s in this column indicates the species flowering during the March and 
April 2004 surveys. 42.9% of the flowering plant species identified within the biological study area were blooming 
during March-May 2005 survey 

COLUMN 5. RELATIVE ABUNDANCE: The letters “R,” “U,” “C” and “A” identify the relative abundance 
and provide population sizes estimates for each plant species observed within the study area:  

R = RARE - Applied to plant species hardly ever observed within the study area during the March-May 2005, 
March and April 2004 and June-October 2003 BAR field surveys. 

U = UNCOMMON - Applied to plant species that were only infrequently encountered within the study area 
during the March-May 2005, March and April 2004 and June-October 2003 BAR field surveys. 

C = COMMON - Applied to plant species regularly encountered within the study area during the March-May 
2005, March and April 2004 and June-October 2003 BAR field surveys. 

A = ABUNDANT - Applied to plant species frequently encountered within the study area during the March-
May 2005, March and April 2004 and June-October 2003 BAR field surveys. 
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# of species: 61
DIVISION CONIFEROPHYTA CONIFERS 
FAMILY CUPRESSACEAE CYPRESS FAMILY
Juniperus californica California Juniper N/A U

FAMILY PINACEAE PINE FAMILY
X Pinus halepensis Aleppo Pine N/A R

DIVISION ANTHOPHYTA FLOWERING PLANTS
Class Dicotyledones Dicots
FAMILY ANACARDIACEAE SUMAC FAMILY
Rhus trilobata Skunkbrush - - - C

FAMILY APIACEAE CARROT FAMILY
X Foeniculum vulgare Fennel - - - U

Lomatium utriculatum Common Lomatium - - - U

FAMILY ASTERACEAE SUNFLOWER FAMILY
Achyrachaena mollis Blow-wives - - - C
Acourtia microcephala Sacapellote - - - C
Ambrosia psilostachya Western Ragweed - - - C
Artemisia californica California Sagebrush - - - A
Artemisia tridentata Big Sagebrush - - - C
Baccharis salicifolia Mule Fat F U

X Centaurea melitensis Tocalote - - - C
X Centaurea solstitialis Yellow Star-thistle - - - U
X Chamomilla suaveolens Pinapple Weed F C
X Chaenactis glabriuscula Yellow Pincushion F C

Cirsium occidentale  Cobwebby Thistle - - - U
X Cirsium vulgare Bull Thistle F U

Encelia californica California Encelia F U
Encelia farinosa Brittlebush F C
Eriophyllum confertiflorum Golden-yarrow F C

X Gazania linearis Gazania - - - R
Gnaphalium californicum California Everlasting - - - C
Gnaphalium canescens Everlasting - - - C
Helianthus annuus Common Sunflower - - - U
Helianthus gracilentus Slender Sunflower - - - U
Hemizonia fasciculata Fascicled Tarplant F A
Heterotheca grandiflora Telegraph Weed - - - U

X Lactuca serriola Prickly Lettuce - - - C
Lasthenia californica Common Goldfields F A
Lepidospartum squamatum Scale-broom - - - R
Lessingia filaginifolia California-aster - - - C
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Malacothrix saxatilis Cliff Malacothrix - - - U
Senecio flaccidus Sand-wash Butterweed F U

X Silybum marianum Milk Thistle F U
Stephanomeria virgata Wand Chicory - - - C

X Tragopogon dubius Goat’s Beard - - - R
Uropappus lindleyi Silver Puffs - - - C
Xanthium strumarium Cocklebur - - - U

FAMILY BORAGINACEAE BORAGE FAMILY
Amsinckia menziesii Rancher’s Fireweed - - - U
Cryptantha intermedia Nievitas Cryptantha - - - C
Pectocarya linearis Slender Pectocarya - - - C
Plagiobothrys nothofulvus Popcorn Flower - - - C

FAMILY BRASSICACEAE MUSTARD FAMILY
X Brassica nigra Black Mustard F A
 X Hirschfeldia incana Short-pod Mustard F C
 Lepidium nitidum Shining Peppergrass - - - A

X Lobularia maritima Sweet Alyssum - - - R
X Sisymbrium orientale Hare’s-ear Cabbage - - - U

Tropidocarpuim gracile Slender Keel-fruit F U

FAMILY CACTACEAE CACTUS FAMILY
Opuntia basilaris ssp. basilaris Beavertail Cactus F U

FAMILY CAPPARACEAE CAPER FAMILY
Isomeris arborea Bladderpod F U

FAMILY CAPRIFOLIACEAE HONEYSUCKLE FAMILY
Sambucus mexicana Blue Elderberry F U

FAMILY CHENOPODIACEAE GOOSEFOOT FAMILY
Chenopodium californicum California Goosefoot - - - C

X Salsola tragus Russian Thistle - - - U

FAMILY CONVOLVULACEAE MORNING GLORY FAMILY
Calystegia macrostegia Morning Glory F U

FAMILY CRASSULACEAE STONECROP FAMILY
Dudleya lanceolata Coastal Dudleya - - - R
Dudleya saxosa Desert Savior - - - R
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FAMILY CUCURBITACEAE GOURD FAMILY
Cucurbita foetidissima Calabazilla - - - R
Marah macrocarpus Man-root - - - R

FAMILY CUSCUTACEAE DODDER FAMILY
Cuscuta californica California Dodder - - - C

FAMILY EUPHORBIACEAE SPURGE FAMILY
Chamaesyce albomarginata Rattlesnake Weed F C
Chamaesyce melanadenia Squaw Spurge - - - A
Croton californicus California Croton - - - U
Eremocarpus setigerus Dove Weed - - - U
Stillingia linearifolia Linear-leaf Stillingia - - - U

FAMILY FABACEAE LEGUME FAMILY
Astragalus didymocarpus Dwarf Milkwetch F U
Lotus scoparius California Broom F C
Lotus strigosus Bishop’s Lotus F C
Lupinus arizonicum Arizona Lupine F U
Lupinus bicolor Miniature Lupine F C
Lupinus hirsutissimum Stinging Lupine F U

X Melilotus indica Sourclover F C

FAMILY FAGACEAE OAK FAMILY
Quercus agrifolia Coast Live Oak - - - R
Quercus john-tuckeri Tucker’s Oak - - - R

FAMILY GERANIACEAE GERANIUM FAMILY
X Erodium cicutarium Red-stemmed Filaree F A

FAMILY GROSSULARIACEAE GOOSEBERRY FAMILY
Ribes aureum Golden Currant - - - U

FAMILY HYDROPHYLLACEAE WATERLEAF FAMILY
Emmenanthe penduliflora Whispering Bells F C
Eriodictyon crassifolium Wooly Yerba Santa F R
Eucrypta chrysanthemifolia Eucrypta - - - C
Nemophila menziesii Baby Blue-eyes F U
Phacelia cicutaria Caterpillar Phacelia F C
Phacelia distans Wild-heliotrope F C
Phacelia minor California Bells F U



N
on

-n
at

iv
e  

(3
6) SCIENTIFIC NAMES COMMON NAMES (150)

Flowering on 
April 9 and 
May 7, 2005

Relative 
Abundance 

(see page     
B-1)

FAMILY LAMIACEAE MINT FAMILY
X Marrubium vulgare Horehound F U

Salvia columbariae Chia F A
Salvia leucophylla Purple Sage F R
Salvia mellifera Black Sage F C
Trichostema lanatum Woolly Bluecurls F U
Trichostema lanceolatum Vinegar Weed - - - U

FAMILY LOASACEAE LOASA FAMILY
Petalonyx thurbery Sandpaper Plant - - - U

FAMILY NYCTAGINACEAE FOUR O’CLOCK FAMILY
Mirabilis californica Wishbone Bush F C

FAMILY ONAGRACEAE EVENING PRIMROSE FAMILY
Camissonia bistorta California Sun Cup F A
Camissonia micrantha Small Evening Primrose F A
Clarkia purpurea Wine Cup Clarkia F C
Oenothera californica California Evening Primrose - - - U

FAMILY PAPAVERACEAE POPPY FAMILY
Eschscholzia californica California Poppy F C

FAMILY PLANTAGINACEAE PLANTAIN FAMILY
Plantago erecta California Plantain - - - U

FAMILY PLATANACEAE SYCAMORE FAMILY
Platanus racemosa Western Sycamore - - - U

FAMILY POLEMONIACEAE PHLOX FAMILY
Eriastrum sapphirinum Sapphire Woolly-star - - - R
Gilia angelensis Grassland Gilia F C

FAMILY POLYGONACEAE BUCKWHEAT FAMILY
Chorizanthe staticoides Turkish Rugging - - - A
Eriogonum fasciculatum California Buckwheat F A
Eriogonum gracile Slender Buckwheat - - - U

FAMILY PORTULACACEAE PURSLANE FAMILY
Claytonia perfoliata Miner’s Lettuce - - - U

 FAMILY PRIMULACEAE PRIMROSE FAMILY
X Anagallis arvensis Scarlet Pimpernel F C



N
on

-n
at

iv
e  

(3
6) SCIENTIFIC NAMES COMMON NAMES (150)

Flowering on 
April 9 and 
May 7, 2005

Relative 
Abundance 

(see page     
B-1)

FAMILY RHAMNACEAE BUCKTHORN FAMILY
Ceanothus crassifolius Hoaryleaf Ceanothus - - - C
Ceanothus cuneatus Buckbrush - - - C
Rhamnus ilicifolia Holly-Leaf Redberry - - - U

FAMILY ROSACEAE ROSE FAMILY
Adenostoma fasciculatum Chamise F A
Cercocarpus betuloides Mountain-mahogany - - - U
Heteromeles arbutifolia Christmas Berry - - - U
Prunus ilicifolia Holly-leaf Cherry F C

FAMILY SALICACEAE WILLOW FAMILY
Populus fremontii Fremont Cottonwood - - - U
Salix exigua Narrow-leaved Willow - - - C
Salix laevigata Red Willow - - - C

FAMILY SCROPHULARIACEAE FIGWORT FAMILY
Antirrhinum nuttalianum Violet Snapdragon F U
Castilleja exserta Purple Owl’s Clover F R
Mimulus aurantiacus Bush Monkey Flower F C
Mimulus brevipes Yellow Monkeyflower - - - R
Mimulus guttatus Seep Monkeyflower F C
Penstemon centranthifolius Scarlet Bugler F U
Scrophularia californica California Figwort - - - U

X Veronica anagallis-aquatica Water Speedwell - - - R

FAMILY SOLANACEAE NIGHTSHADE FAMILY
 Datura wrightii Jimson Weed - - - R

X Nicotiana glauca Tree Tobacco F C
Nicotiana quadrivalvis Wallace’s Tobacco - - - U
Solanum xanti Purple Nightshade - - - U

FAMILY TAMARICACEAE TAMARISK FAMILY
X Tamarix ramosissima Tamarisk F U

Class Monocotyledones Monocots
FAMILY ARECACEAE PALM FAMILY
Washingtonia filifera California Fan Palm - - - U

X Washingtonia robusta Mexican Fan Palm - - - U

FAMILY LILIACEAE LILY FAMILY
X Agave americana Century Plant - - - R

Bloomeria crocea Common Goldenstar - - - A
Calochortus clavatus ssp. pallidus Yelow Mariposa Lily F U
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Calochortus splendens Splendid Mariposa Lily F C
Calochortus venustus Square Mariposa - - - U
Chlorogalum pomeridianum Soap Plant - - - A
Dichelostemma capitatum Blue Dicks F A
Yucca whipplei Our Lord’s Candle F U

FAMILY POACEAE GRASS FAMILY
X Arundo donax Giant Reed - - - U
X Avena barbata Slender Wild Oat - - - A
X Bromus diandrus Ripgut Grass F C
X Bromus hordeaceus Soft Chess - - - C
X Bromus madritensis ssp. rubens Foxtail Chess - - - C
X Bromus tectorum Cheat Grass - - - C
X Hordeum murinum ssp. leporinum Hare Barley - - - C
X Lamarckia aurea Goldentop - - - A

Melica imperfecta Coast Range Melic - - - U
Nassella lepida Foothill Needlegrass F U

X Polypogon monspeliensis Annual Beard Grass - - - U
X Schismus barbatus Mediterranean Schismus - - - C
X Vulpia myuros Foxtail Fescue - - - C
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SYNERGY-061605-BAR C-1 TLC 

INTRODUCTION 
The Appendix C Wildlife Compendium (WC) provides a summary of the types of wildlife resources 
identified within the boundaries of the biological assessment study area. It was compiled using the 
results of the following 24 field surveys (see Table 3): 

• 8 surveys: March 25, April 1, 8, 9, 15, 22 and 29 and May 7, 2005 

• 3 surveys: March 14 and 26 and April 9, 2004 

• 5 surveys: June 7, 14, 21, 28 and 29, 2003 

• 2 surveys: July 5 and 26, 2003 

• 2 surveys: August 9 and 23, 2003 

• 2 surveys: September 6 and 27, 2003 

• 2 surveys: October 11 and 17, 2003 
The WC was compiled to inventory the botanical resources of the biological study area and to 
determine the presence or absence of sensitive wildlife species, such as the CAGN, present and 
identifiable at the time the surveys were conducted. It only lists those wildlife species actually 
identified within the boundaries of VTTN 060258 during the 24 field surveys. It does not include a 
list of “expected but not observed” species. The WC was compiled by TLC biologists Thomas A. 
Leslie, Nadya V. Leslie and Gilberto B. Ruiz. 
The Wildlife Compendium is comprised of four (4) columns.  

COLUMN 1: FAMILY, GENUS AND SPECIES SCIENTIFIC NAMES  
All wildlife species observed within the biological study area, during the twenty-four (24) 2005, 
2004 and 2003 wildlife field surveys, were assigned to a scientific family, genus and species names 
whenever possible. Scientific taxonomic nomenclature used in the Wildlife Compendium follows that 
of Clarke (1989) and Robbins et al. (2001) for birds of southern California, Peterson (1990) for 
western birds, Jameson and Peeters (1989) for California mammals, Stebbins (1966) for reptiles and 
amphibians and Houge (1993) and Powell and Houge (1979), for insects. Classes and families are 
listed in phylogenetic order in accordance with Clarke and Robbins et al., Jameson and Peeters, 
Peterson, Stebbins, Houge and Powell, within each family, the genus and species names are 
alphabetically arranged. 

The wildlife species of the study area are locally common species typically associated with 
Buckwheat Scrub, Chaparral, Non-native Grassland and Riparian habitat and 
Residential/Urban/Exotic disturbed habitat of Santa Clarita, California. 

COLUMN 2: FAMILY, GENUS AND SPECIES COMMON NAMES 
Common family and wildlife names also follow Clarke and Robbins et al., Peterson, Jameson and 
Peeters, Stebbins and Houge and Powell. Common names may vary among biologists, published 
wildlife literature, and regions but scientific names are “universal.” Whenever possible, common 
names listed in Clarke, Robbins et. al, Jameson and Peeters, Stebbins and Houge and Powell were 
given precedent. When no common name was provided in Clarke, Peterson, Jameson and Peterson, 



 

 

SYNERGY-061605-BAR C-2 TLC 

Stebbins and Houge and Powell, common names listed in other available, southern California faunal 
literature was used. The total number of wildlife species identified within the biological study area 
(88) is indicated in parentheses at the head of this column. 

COLUMN 3: RELATIVE ABUNDANCE 
Letters “R,” “U,” “C” and “A” in this column identify the relative abundance of the wildlife species 
identified within the study area and provide estimates of wildlife population sizes within the study 
area: 

R = RARE - Applied to wildlife species hardly ever observed within the study area during the 
March-May 2005, March and April 2004 and June-October 2003 BAR field surveys. 

U = UNCOMMON - Applied to wildlife species that were only infrequently encountered within 
the study area during the March-May 2005, March and April 2004 and June-October 2003 
BAR field surveys. 

C = COMMON - Applied to wildlife species regularly encountered within the study area during 
the March and April, 2005, March and April 2004 and June-October 2003 BAR field 
surveys. 

A = ABUNDANT - Applied to wildlife species frequently encountered within the study area 
during the March-May 2005, March and April 2004 and June-October 2003 BAR field 
surveys. 

COLUMN 4: LISTING STATUS 
The listing status/codes used to prepare Appendix C was derived form the August 2004 Special 
Animals List (CDFG, 2004). The list is available online at 
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/hcpb/species/lists.shtml. 

 
 



SCIENTIFIC NAMES COMMON NAMES (88)
Relative 

Abundance 
(see page    
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State or 
Federal 
Listing 
Status 

CLASS AMPHIBIA AMPHIBIANS (1)
FAMILY PELOBATIDAE SPADEFOOT TOADS
Scaphiopus hammondii Western Spadefoot Toad R CSC

CLASS REPTILIA REPTILES (5)  
FAMILY IGUANIDAE IGUANIDS
Sceloporus occidentalis Western Fence Lizard C None
Sceloporus orcutti Granite Spiny Lizard R None
Uta stansburiana Side-blotched Lizard C None

FAMILY TEIIDAE WHIPTAILS AND THEIR ALLIES
Cnemidophorus tigris multiscutatus Coastal Western Whiptail U CSC

FAMILY VIPERIIDAE VIPERS
Crotalus viridis Western Rattlesnake U None

CLASS AVES BIRDS (46)
FAMILY CATHARTIDAE NEW WORLD VULTURES
Cathartes aura Turkey Vulture R None

FAMILY ACCIPITRIDAE BUTEOS, KITES, HARRIERS
Accipiter cooperii Cooper’s Hawk  R CSC
Buteo jamaicensis Red-tailed Hawk C None

FAMILY ANATIDAE WATERFOWL FAMILY
Anas platyrhynchos Mallard U None

FAMILY ODONTOPHORIDAE NEW WORLD QUAILS
Callipepla californica California Quail C None

FAMILY COLUMBIDAE PIGEON AND DOVES
Zenaida macroura Mourning Dove C None
Columba livia Rock Dove C None

FAMILY CUCULIDAE CUCKOOS, ANIS, AND ROADRUNNERS
Geococcyx californianus Greater Roadrunner R None

FAMILY TROCHILIDAE HUMMINGBIRDS
Calypte anna Anna’s Hummingbird C None
Calypte costae Costa’s Hummingbird C None

FAMILY PICIDAE WOODPECKERS
Picoides nuttallii Nuttall’s Woodpecker R None
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FAMILY TYRANNIDAE TYRANT FLYCATCHERS
Myiarchus cinerascens Ash-throated Flycatcher C None
Sayornis nigricans Black Phoebe C None
Tyrannus verticalis Western Kingbird C None

FAMILY HIRUNDINIDAE SWALLOWS
Petrochelidon pyrrhonota Cliff Swallow C None
Stelgidopteryx serripennis Northern Rough-winged Swallow C None

FAMILY CORVIDAE JAYS, MAGPIES, AND CROWS
Aphelocoma californica Western Scrub-jay C None
Corvus brachyrhynchos American Crow C None
Corvus corax Common Raven C None

FAMILY AEGITHALIDAE BUSHTITS
Psaltriparus minimus Bushtit C None

FAMILY TIMALIIDAE WRENTITS
Chamaea fasciata Wrentit C None

FAMILY TROGLODYTIDAE WRENS
Thryomanes bewickii Bewick’s Wren C None

FAMILY MIMIDAE MOCKINGBIRDS AND THRASHERS
Mimus polyglottos Northern Mockingbird C None
Toxostoma redivivum California Thrasher R None

FAMILY TURDIDAE THRUSHES, SOLITAIRES AND BLUEBIRDS
Sialia mexicana Western Bluebird C None

FAMILY PTILOGONATIDAE SILKY FLYCATCHERS
Phainopepla nitens Phainopepla R None

FAMILY LANIIDAE SHRIKES
Lanius ludovicianus Loggerhead Shrike R CSC

FAMILY PARULIDAE WOOD WARBLERS
Dendroica petechia Yellow Warbler C CSC
Icteria virens Yellow-breasted Chat C CSC
Dendroica coronata Yellow-rumped Warbler C None

FAMILY ICTERIDAE BLACKBIRDS AND ORIOLES
Icterus bullockii Bullock’s Oriole C None
Icterus cucullatus Hooded Oriole U None
Sturnella neglecta Western Meadowlark C None
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FAMILY CARDINALIDAE CARDINALS
Passerina amoena Lazuli Bunting R None
Pheucticus melanocephalus Black-headed Grosbeak R None

FAMILY FRINGILLIDAE FINCHES
Carduelis psaltria Lesser Goldfinch C None
Carduelis tristis American Goldfinch C None
Carpodacus mexicanus House Finch C None
Carpodacus purpureus Purple Finch C None

FAMILY EMBERIZIDAE SPARROWS
Amphispiza belli Bell’s Sage Sparrow C CSC
Chondestes grammacus Lark Sparrow R None
Melospiza melodia Song Sparrow C None
Passerella iliaca Fox Sparrow U None
Pipilo crissalis California Towhee C None
Pipilo maculatus Spotted Towhee C None
Zonotrichia leucophrys White-crowned Sparrow C None

CLASS MAMMALIA MAMMALS (5)
FAMILY CANIDAE DOGS, FOXES AND ALLIES
Canis latrans Coyote R None

FAMILY CERVIDAE DEER, ELK, AND RELATIVES
Odocoileus hemionus Mule Deer R None

FAMILY SCIURIDAE SQUIRRELS
Spermophilus beecheyi California Ground Squirrel C None

FAMILY GEOMYIDAE POCKET GOPHERS
Thomomys bottae Southern Pocket Gopher C None

FAMILY CRICETIDAE DEER MICE, WOOD RATS AND ALLIES
Neotoma lepida Desert Wood Rat R None

INVERTEBRATES
CLASS INSECTA INSECTS (30)
Aeshna milticolor Multicolor Darner U None
Anthocharis sara Sara Orangetip C None
Apis mellifera Honey Bee C None
Apodemia virgulti Mormon Metalmark C None
Argia vivida Violet Dancer U None
Arphia pseudonietana Bloody-winged Grasshopper U None
Bombylius major Large Bee Fly C None
Brephidium exilis Pygmy Blue C None
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Charidryas gabbi Gabb’s Checkerspot Butterfly U None
Coccinella californica California Ladybird Beetle C None
Colias eurytheme Orange Sulfur C None
Ctenolepisma sp. Silverfish U None
Dasymutilla  sp. Velvet-ant U None
Erynnis funeralis Funeral Duckywing C None
Gryllus pennslyvanicus Field Cricket C None
Murgantia histrionica Harlequin Bug U None
Musca domestica House Fly C None
Myrmeleon sp. Ant Lion U None
Papillo eurymedon Pale Swallowtail U None
Papilio rutulus Western Tiger Swallowtail U None
Pieris protodice Common White Butterfly C None
Pogonomyrmex californicus California Harvester Ant C None
Schistocerca nitens Gray Bird  Grasshopper C None
Solenopsis xyloni Southern Fire Ant C None
Strymon melinus Common Hairstreak U None
Tabanus punctifer Big Black Horse Fly U None
Tibicinoides cupreosparsus Red-winged Grass Cicada C None
Trimerotropis pallidipennis Pallid Band-wing C None
Vanessa cardui Painted Lady C None
Xylocopa sp. Carpenter Bee C None

 
CLASS ARACHNIDAE SPIDERS, MITES, SCORPIONS (1)
 Dermacentor occidentalis Pacific Coast Tick C None
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PHOTO PLATE NOS. 1-16 
 

FOR  
The Biological Assessment Study Area: 

(1) Vesting Tentative Tract No. 060258 (VTTN 060258). 

(2) Three off-site roadways: Streets “A” & “B” & Golden Valley Road. 

(3) A 200-foot wide “strip” around the boundaries of VTTN 060258 and 
Streets “A” and “B” and a 200-foot wide “strip” along the alignment of 

Golden Valley Road. 

 

 
 

SANTA CLARITA, CALIFORNIA 



PHOTO PLATE NO. 1 

 
1a. Northeasterly view of off-site houses built along Huffy Street, Lewendo Court 

and Kesley Street. The northeastern portion of the biological assessment study 
area is vegetated with a dense growth of Buckwheat Scrub (BS) and Non-
native Grassland (NNG) habitat (photo date - 06/29/03). 

 
1b. Northerly view of the Chaparral (Ch) and NNG cover vegetating the north 

central portion of Vesting Tentative Tract No. 060258 [VTTN 060258] (photo 
date - 06/29/03). 



PHOTO PLATE NO. 2-1 

 
2a. Easterly view, toward an adjacent off-site residential development, built along 

Ermine Street. This is one of the access sites to VTTN 060258. The northeastern 
portion of the 2005 (and 2003) protocol CAGN survey area is vegetated with a dense 
growth of a Buckwheat Scrub (BS) and Non-native Grassland (NNG) habitat. The 
predominant plants visible in this photograph are California Buckwheat (Eriogonum 
fasciculatum) and California Goldfields (Lasthenia californica) (photo date - 
04/09/05). 

 
2b. Westerly view of the Non-native Grassland (NNG) habitat, in the vicinity of the 

future alignment of Golden Valley Road. A dense growth of Non-native Grassland 
(NNG) habitat vegetates this portion of VTTN 060258 in 2005 (photo date - 
06/29/03). 



PHOTO PLATE NO. 2-2 

 
2c. Southeasterly view across the east central portion of VTTN 060258. The off-

site homes visible in the distance were built along Label Avenue. This portion 
of the tract is vegetated by a dense cover of Buckwheat Scrub (BS) and Non-
native Grassland (NNG) habitat. The predominant plants of the habitat visible 
in this photograph are Slender Wild Oat (Avena barbata) (photo date - 
06/29/03). 

 
 



PHOTO PLATE NO. 3 

 
3a. Southwesterly view, across Lot Nos. 99 and 111 of VTTN 060258. A 

moderately dense growth of highly disturbed Non-native Grassland (NNG) 
and Buckwheat Scrub (BS) habitat covered this portion of the tract (photo 
date - 04/09/05). 

 
3b. Northerly view, across Lots 98 and 99, showing a close-up view of the 

moderately dense growth of NNG and BS habitat vegetating this portion of 
Lot Nos. 98 and 99 (photo date - 06/29/03). 



PHOTO PLATE NO. 4 

 
 Southwesterly view, across the south central portion of VTTN 060258. The 

Santa Clara River traverses the southernmost portion of the tract. The portions 
of Southern Cottonwood Willow Riparian Forest riparian habitat visible in 
this photograph will be preserved in undeveloped open space Lot Nos. 120 
and 121 (photo date - 06/29/03). 

 



PHOTO PLATE NO. 5 

 
5a. Westerly view, across the southwestern corner of the study area, toward the western 

boundary of VTTN 060258 (dashed line). A sparse to dense mosaic of “weedy” non-
native herbs and grasses grow randomly across this corner of the tract. The high 
voltage transmission towers/lines visible in the background are located off-site to the 
east in a Department of Water and Power (DWP) easement (photo date - 06/29/03). 

 
5b. Southerly view toward the Santa Clara River (SCR). The commercial/industrial 

buildings visible in this photograph are situated off-site, south of the SCR, along the 
north side of Santa Clara Street. In 2003 the southwestern portion of the study area is 
bare dirt with a scatter of non-native “weedy” herbs and grasses (photo date - 
06/29/03). 



PHOTO PLATE NO. 6 

 
6a. Southwesterly view of a deep canyon situated in Lot Nos. 99, 11 and 123. A dense growth of 

Chaparral (Ch) habitat grows along the stream course valley visible in this photograph. One 
of the Coast Live Oak (Quercus agrifolia) trees of the study area, Oak # 2 (O-2) is visible in 
this photograph. The oak will be impacted by construction of Golden Valley Road through 
this area [dotted line] (photo date - 06/29/03). 

 
6b. Southwesterly view down a non-blueline stream course running southwesterly through Lot 

104. Dense Chaparral habitat grows along the bottom of the stream course valley visible in 
this photograph. A stand of Holly-leaf Cherry (Prunus ilicifolia), a plant component of 
Chaparral habitat, grows along the stream course. The cherry plants do not represent cherry 
woodland. Two Coast Live Oak trees, identified as O-1 and O-2 in this photograph (also see 
O-1 and O-2 on Figure 4), are situated along the southeasterly side of the future off-site 
alignment of Golden Valley Road (photo date - 10/17/03). 



PHOTO PLATE NO. 7-1 

 
7a. Northeasterly view along the approximate area where Golden Valley Road (GVR) will be 

extended off-site southwesterly from VTTN 060258 to intersect with the future alignment of 
Newhall Ranch Road. The off-site portion of GVR will be constructed through Chaparral 
(Ch) and Non-native Grassland (NNG) habitat. Two Coast Live Oak (Quercus agrifolia) trees 
(O-1 and O-2) are situated along the southeastern side of Golden Valley Road. Oak tree O-1 
is visible in this photograph. This oak will not be impacted (photo date - 04/09/04). 

 
7b. Close-up view of the Chaparral (Ch) and Non-native Grassland (NNG) habitat that grows 

along the future alignment of the off-site portion of Golden Valley Road between the western 
boundary of VTTN 060258 and the future alignment of Newhall Ranch Road (photo date - 
04/09/04). 



PHOTO PLATE NO. 7-2 

 
7c. When constructed, Golden Valley Road will cross the northeast-southwest oriented 

blue-line stream course visible in this photograph. The stream course, bordered by 
Chaparral habitat (Ch), is identified by the delineation report prepared by the 
Vandermost Consulting Service as “Drainage A” [VCS, 2003] (photo date - 
04/09/04). 

 
7d. Close-up view of Holy-leaf Cherry (Prunus ilicifolia) shrubs growing in Chaparral 

habitat. This photograph shows dense understory, not characteristic of Mainland 
Cherry Forest (photo date - 04/09/05). 



PHOTO PLATE NO. 8 

 
 Easterly view of the vicinity of the approximate proposed alignment of Street 

“A.” Street “A” will be constructed upon a fill that will be placed over 
Chaparral and Buckwheat Scrub habitat, and across tributaries of Drainage 
Complex B (DCB) [see Vandermost’s 2003, revised 2005 delineation map] 
(photo date - 03/26/04). 



PHOTO PLATE NO. 9-1 

 

9a. Southeasterly view along the future alignment of “B” Street. “B” Street will 
provide access to the northwestern portions of VTTN 060258 (photo date - 
10/17/03). 

 

9b. Northwesterly view along the future alignment of “B” Street. “B” Street will 
provide access to the northwestern portions of VTTN 060258 (photo date - 
10/17/03). 



PHOTO PLATE NO. 9-2 

 
9c. Close-up view of the dry rocky bottom of ephemeral stream course complex 

“B” (VCS, 2003) in the vicinity where “B” Street will be constructed. The 
stream course is bordered by upland chaparral habitat. All of the plant species 
growing along the stream course lack wetland indicator status (photo date - 
10/17/03). 
 



PHOTO PLATE NO. 10-1 

 
10a. Southeasterly view, across the western portion of APN 2812-009-003, from the 

northwestern corner of the 36.6-acre parcel comprising the northwestern portion of the 
study area.  The dashed lines show the approximate southern and western parcel 
boundaries.  The dotted line shows the boundary between burnt chaparral (B-Ch) and 
unburned chaparral habitat (Ch).  A portion of Non-Native Grassland (NNG) situated in 
the NW corner of the parcel is visible at the right of this photograph (photo date - 
04/09/05). 

 
10b. Northwesterly view, of the northwestern corner of APN 2812-009-003 showing the NNG 

and burnt chaparral (B-Ch) observed on March 26, 2004. The dashed line indicates the 
approximate location of the west (W) parcel boundary (photo date – 03/26/04). 



PHOTO PLATE NO. 10-2 

 
10c. Close-up view, of the burnt chaparral habitat (B-Ch) observed in the 

northwestern and north-central portion of APN 2812-009-003 on April 9, 
2005. A dense grass/herb understory, dominated by the yellow-flowered 
Common Goldfields (Lasthenia californica), covered the majority of the 
parcel on April 9, 2005 (photo date – 04/09/05). 

 



PHOTO PLATE NO. 11 

 
11a. Westerly view, across the northern portion of APN 2812-009-003, from the 

northeastern corner of the parcel. Non-Native Grassland (NNG) and chaparral 
(Ch) habitat of the parcel are visible in this photograph. The yellow-flowered 
plants are Common Goldfields (photo date - 04/09/05). 

 
11b. Westerly view, along the northern boundary of APN 2812-009-003 (dashed 

line), and an adjacent 200± feet wide area bordering the northern parcel 
boundary (photo date - 03/26/04). 



PHOTO PLATE NO. 12 

 
12a. Southerly view, of the Non-Native Grassland (NNG) and chaparral (Ch) 

habitat, observed on APN 2812-009-003 on March 26, 2004.  The dashed line 
indicates the approximate location of the eastern boundary of the parcel 
(photo date – 04/09/05). 

 
12b. Northerly view, of open Buckwheat Scrub (BS) habitat and a dense growth of 

California Goldfields that dominates the grass/herb understory on April 9, 
2005. Chaparral (Ch) habitat vegetated the south facing slopes of the hills 
visible beyond the BS habitat (photo date - 04/09/05). 



PHOTO PLATE NO. 13 

 
 Eastern view, down the barbed-wire fence situated along the southern 

boundary of APN 2812-009-003, and an adjacent 200± feet wide area, 
bordering the southern property boundary.  The few large plants observed, 
along the southern parcel boundary, were Blue Elderberry (Sambucus 
mexicana; Sm) shrubs (photo date - 04/09/05). 

 



PHOTO PLATE NO. 14 

 
  
 Close-up view, of one of the few specimens of non-sensitive Beavertail (Opuntia basilaris 

var. basilaris) cactus that have been observed within the study area. Although, state records 
of the unlisted but sensitive Short-joint Beavertail (Opuntia basilaris var. brachyclada) are 
recorded 2.67± miles south of the center of VTTN 060258, none were observed onsite 
during twenty-four field surveys performed between June 7, 2003 and May 7, 2005. The 
inset photo (© 2002 Dean Wm. Taylor) shows the unlisted, special-status Short-joint 
Beavertail (Opuntia basilaris var. brachyclada). Note the cylindrical shape of the 
uncommon Short-joint Beavertail’s stem segments compared to the flat stem segments of 
the common Beavertail species (photo date - 04/09/04) 

 



PHOTO PLATE NO. 15 

 
15a. Easterly view of a Coast Live Oak (Quercus agrifolia) tree situated 600± feet 

westerly of the southwest corner 135± feet southeasterly of the centerline of 
Golden Valley Road. The approximate location of this oak is identified as O-1 
on Figure 4 of this report (photo date - 04/09/04). 

 
15b. Close-up view of circular aluminum disk #79, attached to the Coast Live Oak 

tree shown in 15a above, by an aluminum nail. This indicates this oak was 
part of a previous off-site oak tree assessment study (photo date - 04/09/04). 



PHOTO PLATE NO. 16 

 
16a. Northeasterly view, of a Coast Live Oak (Quercus agrifolia) tree observed 

300± feet west of the southwest corner of VTTN 060258 along the southeast 
side of the future alignment of Golden Valley Road. The approximate location 
of this oak tree is identified as O-2 on Figure 4 of this report (photo date - 
03/26/04). 

 
16b. Close-up view of the trunk of O-2. Using a DBH tape, the tree trunk was 

measured to be 101.5 inches in diameter (photo date - 03/26/04). 



 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX E 
 

STATEMENT OF 
QUALIFICATIONS: 

Resumes 
and 

Copies of Federal 10 (A) Permits 
and 

State Memorandum of Understanding for 
the Following TLC Biologists: 

1. Thomas A. Leslie, BS/MS Biology 

2. Nadya V. Leslie, MS Biology 
3. Gilberto B. Ruiz, MA Planning 

 



THOMAS A LESLIE, BIOLOGIST 
Mr. Leslie is a certified consulting and research biologist and presently is the President of Thomas 
Leslie Corporation (TLC). His professional and academic experiences include professional biological 
consulting and scholarly work throughout the western United States (Great Basin, Mojave Desert, 
northern and southern California, etc.) and Baja and mainland Mexico. He has multi-disciplinary 
expertise in the areas of sensitive wildlife species surveys, performance of protocol zoological and 
ornithological surveys, sensitive habitat, sensitive plant species surveys, desert biology, paleontology, 
botany, 401/404/1601-1603 regulatory delineations/permitting, resources management, wetland 
ecology, etc. In the course of his professional experiences he has also conducted and managed numerous 
environmental resources projects involving baseline resource inventories, environmental impact 
assessments, reports, statements, CEQA mitigation program design/implementation and CEQA 5-year 
monitoring and reporting program development and implementation, pre-construction paleontological 
resource assessment, surveys and biological and paleontological construction grading mitigation 
monitoring, quarrying, salvage and taxonomic identification of paleontological resources. He also co-
authored The Baja Highway, A Field Guide to the Biology and Geology of Baja CA, Mexico. 
CREDENTIALS 
• Federal FWS Threatened & Endangered Species Permit No. TE-781384-4 and State CDFG MOU 

for California Gnatcatcher, Southwestern Willow Flycatcher and Southern Rubber Boa. 
• State Scientific Collector's Permit No. 801039-02, CA Dept. of Fish and Game (expires 04/08/07). 
• Consulting Biologist: Counties of Riverside, LA, Orange, San Bernardino, San Diego and Ventura. 
• National Forest Service Collector’s Permit: San Bernardino National Forest. 
• National Forest Service Collector’s Permit: Angeles National Forest. 
PROFESSIONAL HISTORY (Professional Biological Consultant/Business Owner since 1977) 
• Thomas Leslie Corporation - 2/1999 to present: President/Owner. 
• Thomas Leslie Associates - 1997 to 2/1999: Principal. 
• John Minch & Associados, S.C., Recursos Naturales & Ambientales - 1992-1995:  Presidente. 
• Michael Brandman Associates, Inc. - 1996-1997: Principal/Director of Resources Management. 
• L&L Environmental, Inc.: Principal: 12/1995-9/1996. 
• John Minch & Associates, - 11/90-12/95: Principal/Co-owner of Corporation. 
• Michael Brandman Associates, Inc. - 1/90-11/90: Section Mgr., Resources Management. 
• South Counties Consultants - Principal: 1977 - 1989. 
• Saddleback College, 1975-1993: Full Professor of Botany, Vertebrate Zoology & Ornithology. 
EDUCATION 
• M.S., Botany (extensive course work in Ornithology, Paleontology) 
• B.S., Zoology/Botany/Ecology 



RECENT PROFESSIONAL TRAINING 

• The Western Section of the Wildlife Spciety, Mohave Ground Squirrel Workshop, April 16-17, 
2005, Ridgecrest, CA. 

• Desert Tortoise Council, 13th Annual Surveying, Monitoring and Handling Techniques Workshop, 
Ridgecrest, CA, 2004. 

• Botany Classes: Family Dynamics: An Informal Botany Review (Malvaceae, Asclepiadaceae and 
Lamiaceae), Rancho Santa Ana Botanical Garden, 2004 

• Botany Classes: Grass Family Dynamics, Identification and Morphology, Rancho Santa Ana 
Botanical Garden, 2004 

• Sensitive Butterflies Workshop, San Diego, December 2003 

• Wetland Course, Richard Chinn Environmental Training, Inc., San Francisco, 2003. 

• Sensitive Butterflies Workshop, San Diego, December 2002 

• CLE International, California Wetlands Conference, 2002. 

• SW Willow Flycatcher Sierra Research Station’s Workshop, 2001 

• Branchiopod Taxonomy Course, Fairy Shrimp ecology and species identification classes from Dr. 
Denton Belk, 1997. 

• SW Willow Flycatcher Workshop, 1995 

• SW Willow Flycatcher Workshop, Fed. Fish & Wildlife Serv., San Diego Natural Hist. Museum. 

• Conference of the ecology, conservation and management of vernal pool ecosystems, 1996 

• Wetland Delineation: Atypical & Problem Areas, Wetland Training Institute, Poolesville, MD. 

• Wetland Delineation: Based On US Army Corps Of Engineer's 1987 Manual, WTI. 
 





















NADYA V. LESLIE, BIOLOGIST 

Ms. Leslie is a consulting biologist and a Director/Secretary of Thomas Leslie Corporation (TLC). Her 
professional and academic experiences include consulting work in southern California and scholarly and 
performance of professional work in the Tver region of Russia. She has multi-disciplinary academic and 
practical experience in the areas of sensitive plant species surveys, botany, plan and invertebrate species 
taxonomy, ornithology, wetland ecology, habitat classification, desert biology, soil science, cytology, 
ecology and zoology. In the course of her professional experiences, she has performed numerous 
biological field surveys, plant species and plant habitat inventories. In addition she has written and co-
authored reports concerning taxonomic identification of biological resources and scientific articles 
regarding conservation of botanical resources. Most recently, she co-authored The Index of seeds and 
spores collected in 2000 from Tver State University Botanical Garden and in Tver Region of Russia. 
Ms. Leslie is listed on Mr. Leslie’s 10(a)(1)(A) recovery permit as a “authorized individual” and is 
therefore may conduct activities pursuant to permit TE-781384-4 under the direct onsite supervision of 
Mr. Leslie. 

CREDENTIALS 

• National Forest Service Botanical Collector’s Permit: San Bernardino National Forest. 

• National Forest Service Botanical Collector’s Permit: Angeles National Forest. 

• California Department of Fish and Game Scientific Collector's Permit No. 801280-05. 

• Federal Fish and Wildlife Service Threatened & Endangered Species Permit (expires 05/09/05) and 
State CDFG MOU for California Gnatcatcher, Southwestern Willow Flycatcher and Southern 
Rubber Boa. Listed as an authorized individual to perform presence/absence protocol surveys under 
Permit No. TE-781384-4. 

PROFESSIONAL HISTORY 

• Thomas Leslie Corporation – 3/20/01 to present 

• Tver State University - 2/1997 – 3/2001: Head of the Herbarium Department. 

EDUCATION 

• Tver State University - 9/1993 – 6/1998: MS (equivalent) in biology. 

RECENT PROFESSIONAL TRAINING 

• The Western Section of the Wildlife Spciety, Mohave Ground Squirrel Workshop, April 16-17, 
2005, Ridgecrest, CA. 



• Desert Tortoise Council, 13th Annual Surveying, Monitoring and Handling Techniques Workshop, 
Ridgecrest, CA, 2004. 

• Botany Classes: Family Dynamics: An Informal Botany Review (Malvaceae, Asclepiadaceae and 
Lamiaceae), Rancho Santa Ana Botanical Garden, 2004 

• Botany Classes: Grass Family Dynamics, Identification and Morphology, Rancho Santa Ana 
Botanical Garden, 2004 

• Sensitive Butterflies Workshop, San Diego, December 2003 

• Wetland Course, Richard Chinn Environmental Training, Inc., San Francisco, 2003. 

• Sensitive Butterflies Workshop, San Diego, December 2002 

• CLE International, California Wetlands Conference, 2002. 

• SW Willow Flycatcher Sierra Research Station’s Workshop, 2001 
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GILBERTO B. RUIZ 
P.O. Box 1514 

Santa Monica, California 90406 
                                                                                                                                             
 
EDUCATION 
 
M.A. Urban and Regional Planning   B.A. Spanish Literature 
University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA)  UCLA 
 
QUALIFICATIONS 
 
Mr. Ruiz has worked extensively within Southern California ecosystems including coastal sage 
scrub, chaparral and transitional desert scrub environments and is familiar with the flora and fauna of 
these habitats.  With over 10 years experience in the preparation of biological assessments and field 
biology, Mr. Ruiz is keenly aware of habitat requirements and indicators for many of the rare, 
threatened and endangered species found within this region of California. He is also an endangered 
species permit holder for the federally endangered Quino checkerspot butterfly (Euphydryas editha 
quino - QCB) and federally threatened coastal California gnatcatcher (Polioptila californica 
californica - CAGN) and has considerable experience in protocol survey performance, sighting 
documentation and survey report writing.  Mr. Ruiz is also an expert in federal and state Endangered 
Species Act (ESA) compliance.  Moreover, his knowledge of the natural environment and urban land 
use planning experience have provided him with important skills in addressing issues involving ESA 
and land use conflicts.  Most notably, Mr. Ruiz was asked to prepare an Environmental Assessment 
(EA) for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s California Condor Recovery Program in order to 
address such issues. 
 
Professionally, Mr. Ruiz is actively involved in a wide variety of organizations and societies.  These 
affiliations include the California Native Plant Society (CNPS), Lorquin Entomological Society 
(LES), American Ornithologists’ Union (AOU), American Birding Association (ABA), Western 
Bird Banding Association (WBBA), and National Audubon Society (NAS).  He is also an advisory 
panel member for a number of national public/private organizations including the Association for 
Biodiversity Information (ABI), National Science Academies (NSA) and California Legacy Project. 
 He was also the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) representative on the 
California Biodiversity Council (CBC). 
 
Endangered Species Studies 
 
As noted above, Mr. Ruiz is a valid endangered species permit holder for the Quino checkerspot 
butterfly and coastal California gnatcatcher and has prepared numerous presence/absence surveys for 
these species.  He is extensively familiar with protocol survey requirements, sighting notification 
guidelines and report writing.  Gilberto is also familiar with key habitat indicators for these species 
and their life cycles.  He has performed surveys and prepared survey documentation annually for the 
QCB and CGN since 1998 and 2002, respectively. 
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Biological Assessments/Studies 
 
Mr. Ruiz has prepared numerous biological assessments within a wide variety of cismontane 
Southern California environments including coastal sage scrub, chaparral and desert transitional 
scrub.  He has also been responsible for preparing constraints analysis for both high quality and 
atypical environments.  Mr. Ruiz’s careful observation and characterization skills are readily 
apparent in the documentation for which he has been responsible for preparing.  This approach has 
facilitated the preparation of Biological Assessments/Studies that carefully and accurately describe 
vegetation components, important habitat attributes and corresponding species location/identification 
information. Moreover, this approach allows for accurate predictive and direct observation results.  
Representative assessments for which Mr. Ruiz has prepared include the Wind Wolves Preserve 
Biological Assessment, Devil’s Gate Dam Biological Assessment, Rye Canyon Biological 
Assessment and Pepperdine University Biological Assessment. 
 
Vegetation Mapping/Habitat Restoration 
 
Mr. Ruiz has considerable experience in vegetation mapping and habitat restoration for both upland 
and riparian environments.  Utilizing aerial photography, series specific vegetation classification 
systems and knowledge of Southern California vegetation components, Mr. Ruiz is able to prepare 
detailed and highly accurate vegetation maps.  His mapping experience and familiarity with coastal 
sage scrub, chaparral and desert scrub transitional environments is reflected in his ability to identify 
subtle ecotones within complex vegetation systems.  Additionally, his knowledge of Southern 
California vegetation communities, field biology experience and interest in restoration biology 
provide him with a unique understanding of the key elements needed in order to ensure successful 
habitat restoration strategies.  Representative vegetation mapping and habitat restoration programs 
for which Mr. Ruiz has been responsible for include Sennet Canyon Restoration Program, Saddler 
Road Restoration Program and San Emigdio Canyon Riparian Enhancement Program. 
 
Bird Banding 
 
Mr. Ruiz is a member of the Western Bird Banding Association (WBBA) and is an active participant 
in Dr. Walter Sakai’s bird banding station located in Zuma Canyon, Malibu, California.  He is also 
familiar with the North American Bird Banding Manual and associated banding protocol. 
 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
 

 American Ornithologists’ Union 
 Western Bird Banding Association 
 American Birding Association 
 National Audubon Society 
 Santa Monica College Bird Banding Station 
 (Zuma Canyon, Malibu, California) 
 Lorquin Entomological Society 
 California Native Plant Society 
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ADVISORY PANELS/COUNCILS 
 

 Association for Biodiversity Information (ABI) 
 National Science Academies (NSA) 
 California Biodiversity Council (CBC) 
 California Legacy Project 

 



 

SYNERGY-061605-BAR 58 TLC 

Thomas Leslie Corporation (TLC), February 21, 2005b; Draft Biological Assessment of Vesting 
Tentative Tract No. 060258 and Associated Roadway Improvements, Santa Clarita, California 

Thomas Leslie Corporation (TLC), April 14, 2004a, Oak Tree Report, Vesting Tentative Tract No. 
060258 and Associated Roadway Improvements Santa Clarita, California. 

Thomas Leslie Corporation (TLC), March 16, 2004b, Vesting Tentative Tract No. 060258 (VTTN 
060258; Ermine Road)- Expanded Oak Tree Report. 

Thomas Leslie Corporation (TLC), May 29, 2003a, Pre-survey Notification to the Ventura, California US 
Fish and Wildlife Service Office Regarding Performance of California Gnatcatcher Protocol 
Surveys on VTTN 060258. 

Thomas Leslie Corporation (TLC), October 10, 2003b, Results of Protocol California Gnatcatcher 
Surveys. 

Thomas Leslie Corporation (TLC), October 17, 2003c, Oak Tree Report, Vesting Tentative Tract No. 
060258, Santa Clarita, California. 

Thomas Leslie Corporation (TLC), December 30, 2003d, Biological Assessment of Vesting Tentative 
Tract No. 060258, Santa Clarita, California. 

Thomas Leslie Corporation (TLC), October 17, 2003e; Revised January 3, 2005, Oak Assessment Report 
for Vesting Tentative Tract No. 060258 and Three Associated but off-site Roadway Construction 
Projects Located in Santa Clarita, California 

United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Natural Resources Conservation Service, June 1967, 
Revised December 1969, Reviewed 2002, Report and General Soil Map, Los Angeles County, 
California. 

United States Department of the Interior Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), Carlsbad, California, May 1, 
2003, Coastal California Gnatcatcher Proposed Critical Habitat. 

United States Department of the Interior Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), Carlsbad, California, October 
18, 2000, Map: Coastal California Gnatcatcher (designated) Critical Habitat. 

United States Department of the Interior Geological Survey (USGS), 1995, State of California 
Department of Water Resources, Mint Canyon, CA, 7.5 Minute Series (Quadrangle Topographic). 

United States Department of the Interior Geological Survey (USGS), 1995, State of California 
Department of Water Resources, Newhall, CA, 7.5 Minute Series (Quadrangle Topographic). 

Vandermost Consulting Services, Inc. (VCS), December 1, 2003, Revised January 21, 2005, Preliminary 
Jurisdictional Delineation of the Ermine Street/Tract 060258 (site), Santa Clarita, California. 

Vandermost Consulting Services, Inc. (VCS), December 1, 2003, Preliminary Jurisdictional Delineation 
of the Ermine Street Site, Santa Clarita, California. 

Warenycia, D., January 20, 2005, Personal telecommunication (Tel. #: 916-322-7307) with Ms. 
Warenycia, a CNDDB biologist, to ascertain the nearest Southwestern Pond Turtle (SPT) location 
to Vesting Tentative Tract No. 060258. She stated that the nearest state SPT occurrence record is 
off-site 5± miles west of VTTN 060258 in the Newhall, Calif. USGS quadrangle. The exact 
location of the SPT record was not provided. 
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APPENDIX 3-B 

Oak Assessment Report for Vesting Tentative Tract No. 060258 and Three Associated But 
Off-Site Roadway Construction Projects Located in Santa Clarita, California, Thomas 

Leslie Corporation (January 3, 2005) 
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APPENDIX 3-C 

Preliminary Jurisdictional Delineation of the Ermine Street Site/Tract 60258 (site), Santa 
Clarita, California (January 21, 2005) 
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APPENDIX 3-D 

Update to the Preliminary Jurisdictional Delineation of the Ermine Street Project/Tract 
60258 (site), Santa Clarita, California, April 28, 2005 
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APPENDIX 3-E 

Results of Six 2005 California Gnatcatcher Protocol Surveys Performed on Vesting 
Tentative Tract No. 060258, June 8, 2005 
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APPENDIX 4 

Cultural Resources 
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APPENDIX 4-A 

A Phase 1 Cultural Resources Investigation, McKenna et al (2004) 
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APPENDIX 4-B 

Paleontological Resources Inventory/Impact Assessment Technical Report, Paleo 
Environmental Associates (July 2004) 
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